BERKSHIRE 


COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT, 


REPORT 

TO  THE  RURAL  AND  URBAN  AUTHORITIES 

OF  THE 

COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF 

BERKSHIRE, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31ST,  1899, 

BY 

W.  T.  G.  WOODFORDE,  M.D.,  Lond, 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


LONDON : 

Printed  at  The  Leadenhall  Press,  Ltd:  50,  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C. 


SH'-'  EJF 


v^'n  f-. , M 


Wk: - ' ■;  ■ 


,v. ' 


X'\ 


^ .TOWTgfrt  «Tl,:iAi 
■ j., 


v‘'';\V|  ; 'r! 


i 


'■V^  -- 


■:o  n'mmK^if 

■ 'J'-  ■/  ;:.::iJ», 


' Kf-' ' '"’^'.'S^HitHOfr'i 

IS'‘  5!^*':  ; --i  ■ ^ '■  --■'■  • ■ ■■^''^'  ’-''• 

Jr  ' ■'  '■  ' 

'rwS  y ' , t‘a  i ;,:>  t^^^f/i?i  .’gcjl 

f ,.  _,.. 

'.Ttt*Jsl:  f j|p' 

f ■ t.  ''^r 


m 


t J 

m 


• it-'’,-  - 


■'.v*  ’ 'f'"  ^/'/ 


|a. 


• ■ to '*•«’-€  "w- 


‘^■’.  ■,  -;**/  . ^'V/  -;-'  , \i-  .‘‘JlVlt'- . (^f.!  >*k■:*^^ 

V»;-/ 

% 


Qii.; 


Berkshire  Combined  Sanitary  District. 


The  sanitary  work  done  in  this  district  during"  1899,  although 
considerable  in  amount,  has  been  to  so  large  an  extent  of  a 
routine  and  detailed  character  that  it  will  for  the  most  part  be 
best  to  deal  with  it  in  the  reports  for  the  districts  respectively 
concerned,  but  it  will  be  convenient  to  preface  these  with  a few 
remarks  on  the  more  important  events  in  the  sanitary  history 
of  the  year. 

Sewerage. — Enquiries  have  been  held  by  the  Inspectors  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  with  reference  to  plans  proposed 
for  the  sewerage  of  the  following  places : The  Rural  District 
Council  of  Hungerford  had  in  1898  adopted  a plan,  prepared 
by  Mr.  Ives,  for  the  sewering  of  the  town  of  Hungerford.  The 
Local  Government  Board  enquiry  thereon  was  held  early  in 
1 899,  but  the  scheme  failed  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Board, 
and  the  District  Council  have  since  had  another  laid  before 
them  by  Mr.  Cuss,  of  Cricklade,  which  is  still  under  consider- 
ation. An  enquiry  has  also  been  held  by  an  Inspector  of  the 
Board  with  reference  to  the  plan  prepared  by  the  late  Mr. 
Anstie,  C.E.,  for  the  sewerage  of  the  small  village  of  Donning- 
ton,  in  the  Newbury  Rural  District,  but  no  definite  decision 
had  been  arrived  at  by  the  close  of  the  year.  At  Bracknell, 
in  the  Easthampstead  Rural  District,  a similar  enquiry  has 
been  held  as  to  the  proposed  plans  for  the  construction  of 
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tanks  for  the  bacteriological  treatment  of  the  sewage  of 
Bracknell,  which  had  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Reading, 
but  the  matter  had  not  been  settled  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
At  Maidenhead,  the  Town  Council  came  to  the  decision  to 
construct  experimental  tanks  for  the  bacteriological  treatment 
of  the  sewage  of  the  borough,  and  the  work  has  been  carried 
out  by  Mr.  Barford,  sanitary  inspector,  on  the  lines  of  the  plan 
adopted  at  Sutton— and  with  satisfactory  results.  At  Clewer, 
in  the  Windsor  Rural  District,  the  question  of  the  sewering  of 
the  “ ruraD’  portion  of  Clewer  parish  remains  unsettled,  and 
negotiations  between  the  Rural  District  Council  and  the  Town 
Council  of  Windsor  are  still  pending. 

Water  Supply. — The  four  Urban  Sanitary  Districts  included 
in  the  Berkshire  Combination  have  now  public  supplies  of 
excellent  quality  available,  which  are  being  increasingly  made 
use  of,  and  services  are  being  laid  on  to  nearly  all  newly-built 
houses,  though  at  each  place  many  of  the  old  wells  are  still  in 
use.  At  Abingdon  and  Wallingford  the  waterworks  are 
Municipal  undertakings ; at  Maidenhead  and  Newbury  they 
belong  to  Companies  in  the  respective  towns,  while  as  regards 
the  rural  districts  adjoining  the  towns,  a large  part  of  Cookham 
district  has  the  mains  of  the  Maidenhead  Company  laid  in  it, 
and  at  Newbury  the  Company’s  supply  is  available  for  .those 
parts  of  the  rural  district  adjacent  to  the  borough.  In  the 
Bradfield  Rural  District  a new  Water  Company  has  constructed 
works  at  Tilehurst  for  the  supply  of  the  whole  neighbourhood. 
Goring,  in  the  Goring  Rural  District,  has  an  excellent  water 
supply  from  the  Company  established  there,  A large  portion 
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of  Easthampstead  Rural  District  has  supplies  from  two  water 
companies,  viz.:  the  Wokingham  Company  and  the  South-West 
Suburban  Waterworks  at  Egham,  which  last  also  supplies  the 
greater  part  of  the  Egham  Rural  District,  as  well  as  a con- 
siderable portion  of  the  Windsor  district  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Ascot,  Sunningdale  and  Sunninghill ; the  mains  of  the 
Borough  of  Windsor  furnishing  supplies  for  Clewer-without, 
Dedworth,  and  Old  Windsor,  &c.  In  the  rural  districts  where 
public  water  supplies  do  not  exist,  much  attention  is  given  to 
the  subject ; over  a hundred  samples  of  well  waters  have  been 
submitted  to  analysis,  and  where  they  were  found  to  be  unfit 
for  drinking  and  domestic  use  the  wells  have  been  closed  or 
cleansed  and  fresh  supplies  obtained.  In  several  districts  the 
prolonged  drought  of  last  summer  seriously  affected  the  well 
water  supply  though  to  a less  extent  than  in  1898. 

Bye-laws  for  New  Buildings. — During  1899,  the  Cookham, 
Hungerford  and  Ramsbury  Sanitary  Authorities,  which  had 
not  hitherto  availed  themselves  of  their  powers  in  this  respect, 
have  now  drawn  up  codes  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  their  districts,  which  will  come  into  operation  as  soon  as  they 
have  been  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government  Board — thus 
completing  the  system  of  bye-laws  in  reference  to  this  matter 
over  the  whole  Combined  District. 

Houses  and  Overcrowding. — There  is  but  little  serious  over- 
crowding met  with,  and  in  the  comparatively  few  cases  in 
which  it  is  found  to  exist,  abatement  is  insisted  on  as  far  as 
practicable,  according  to  the  recognised  standard  of  three 
hundred  cubic  feet  of  air  space  per  head  in  the  sleeping  rooms 
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for  every  inmate  above  ten  years  of  age,  two  children  below 
that  age  being  reckoned  as  equal  to  one  above  it.  In  above 
seven  thousand  premises  inspected  only  one  hundred  and 
seventy-six  houses  were  found  to  be  “foul,  dilapidated  or 
overcrowded,”  and  but  seventeen  were  formally  reported  as 
unfit  for  human  habitation — nineteen  in  all  being  voluntarily 
closed  by  their  owners. — see  Table  VII. 

Cow-HousES  AND  DAIRIES.  — Throughout  the  whole  of  the 
Combined  District  it  is  the  general  practice  of  dairy  farmers  to 
keep  the  cattle  in  the  fields  throughout  the  summer  months,  and 
even  during  the  winter  they  are  as  a rule  turned  out  of  the  cow- 
sheds into  the  open  air  for  some  part  of  the  day.  As  regards 
the  cow-sheds  themselves,  many — and  especially  some  of  the 
older  ones — are  structurally  unsatisfactory  as  regards  ventila- 
tion and  light,  but  much  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
improvement  of  their  drainage,  as  also  to  securing  a good 
supply  of  unpolluted  water  for  dairy  purposes  and  the  clean- 
liness of  the  dairies  and  dairy  utensils. 

Isolation  Hospitals. — The  hospital  accommodation  actually 
in  existence  in  the  Combined  District  is  limited  to  an  iron 
building  of  two  wards  for  the  joint  use  of  the  Newbury  Rural 
and  Urban  Districts,  erected  on  the  outskirts  of  the  borough, 
and  to  a similar  provision  at  Maidenhead  for  the  use  of  the 
Urban  Authority;  while  at  Bradfield  the  use  of  a plot  of 
ground  has  been  granted  by  a landowner  on  which  an 
Isolation  Hospital  may  be  put  up  in  case  of  need. 

During  the  past  year  Local  Government  Board  enquiries 
have  been  held  with  reference  to  the  purchase  of  a site 
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for  the  Hospital  of  the  Joint  Rural  and  Urban  Districts  of 
Abingdon,  and  for  the  formation  of  a Joint  Hospital  Board 
for  the  three  sanitary  districts  included  in  Wallingford 
Union.  The  plans  for  these  hospitals  have  been  prepared, 
and  I look  forward  to  the  works  being  put  in  hand  as 
quickly  as  practicable. 

The  Egham  District  Council  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  finding 
an  available  site  for  the  erection  of  a hospital,  and  no  action 
has  been  taken  in  reference  to  this  matter  by  the  other  Sanitary 
Authorities  of  the  Combined  District,  but  from  time  to  time 
cases  crop  up  in  nearly  every  district  in  which  the  absence  of 
this  provision  greatly  increases  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with 
infectious  outbreaks,  from  the  frequent  impossibility  of  securing 
such  effective  isolation  of  the  patient  whilst  remaining  at  home 
as  is  indispensable  in  order  to  stop  the  spread  of  the  complaint. 

Vital  Statistics. — It  will  be  seen  from  the  Table  on  the 
next  page  that  the  births  registered  in  1899  (3,605)  were 
fewer  than  in  any  year  since  the  constitution  of  the  Combined 
District  in  1873.  At  that  time  the  population,  according  to  the 
census  of  1871,  was  only  132,513;  but  the  births  registered  in 
1874,  which  is  the  first  year  for  which  there  is  a complete 
record,  amounted  to  4,163 — equivalent  to  a birth  rate  of  31*4 
per  1,000.  From  1874  to  1884,  in  which  year  4,401  were 
registered,  the  yearly  number  of  births  increased  in  about 
an  equal  proportion  to  the  increase  of  the  population  of 
the  district,  but  since  that  date  it  has  diminished  year  by 
year  till  in  1891,  with  an  enumerated  population  of  146,682, 
there  were  only  3,898,  and  the  progressive  diminution  con- 
tinuing up  to  the  present  time  there  were  only  3,605  registered 


BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Summary  of  Registered  Births,  ‘‘Corrected"  Deaths,  Ages  at  Death,  and  Certain  Death  Rates 

for  the  26  years  1874-1899  inclusive. 

Enumerated"  Population  of  District,  Census  1871 — 132,513;  Census  1881 — 136,897;  Census  1891 — 146,682. 
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last  year,  and  the  birth  rate  had  fallen  to  23*6  in  a total 
estimated  population  of  152,508.  I would  however  observe 
that  this  estimate  is  based  on  the  assumption  that  the  same 
rate  of  increase  or  of  decrease  in  the  population  of  the  several 
districts  has  gone  on  since  1891  as  obtained  in  the  ten  years 
1881-91,  and  although  this  is  believed  to  be  fairly  correct,  so 
long  an  interval  has  elapsed  since  the  last  census  that  the 
numbers  given  are  necessarily  only  approximate  ones,  and 
until  the  results  of  the  forthcoming  census  of  1901  are  available 
it  will  not  be  possible  to  state  them  v,^ith  accuracy.  If  we  com- 
pare the  mean  yearly  birth  rate  for  the  four-year  periods 
1877-80  and  1896-99,  whether  for  the  Combined  District  as  a 
whole  or  for  each  Sanitary  District  individually,  we  get  clear 
evidence  of  a very  serious  decrease  in  the  birth  rate  in  pro- 
portion to  the  estimated  population  at  each  period. 


Birth  Rates  per  1,000. 

Four  years  Four  years 

Sanitary  Districts.  period  1877-80.  period  1896-99. 


Newbury  Rural  

28’2 

... 

24-3 

Newbury  Urban  

30-3 

... 

22-9 

Hungerford  and  Ramsbury  Rural  ... 

28-8 

... 

26-5 

Abingdon  and  Culham  Rural 

32-4 

... 

25-4 

Abingdon  Urban  

32-0 

... 

25-0 

Wallingford  and  Crowmarsh  Rural  ... 

29-2 

... 

24-3 

Wallingford  Urban  

28-5 

21-2 

Bradfield  and  Goring  Rural 

32*0 

20*5 

Cookham  Rural  

30'9 

... 

24*1 

Maidenhead  Urban  

317 

26*7 

Easthampstead  Rural 

29-4 

24*8 

Windsor  and  Egham  Rural 

317 

... 

25*9 

Mean  Rate  of  Combined  District 

30-5 

... 

24*5 
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In  the  next  Table  the  mean  yearly  numbers  of  births  regis- 
tered  in  each  Sanitary  District  is  given  for  quinquennial  periods 
from  1877,  with  the  corresponding  yearly  averages  of  “cor- 
rected ” deaths  and  the  percentage  ratios  of  deaths  to  births, 
together  with  the  enumerated  population  in  each  district  at  the 
censuses  of  1871,  1881  and  1891.  It  will  be  seen  that  in  the 
Newbury,  Hungerford  and  Ramsbury,  and  Abingdon  and 
Culham  Rural  Districts  there  has  been  a progressive  and 
steady  decrease  since  1871.  In  the  Wallingford  and  Crow- 
marsh  Rural  Districts  there  has  been  but  little  change,  while 
in  the  Bradfield  and  Goring,  Cookham,  Easthampstead,  and 
Windsor  and  Egham  Rural  Districts  the  increase  has  been 
very  considerable,  as  also  has  been  the  case  in  the  Urban  ^ 

Districts  of  Newbury  and  Maidenhead,  while  the  Boroughs  of 
Abingdon  and  Wallingford  have  remained  almost  stationary — 
the  apparent  increase  in  Abingdon  being  accounted  for  by  the 
extension  of  its  boundaries.  On  the  assumption  that  the  same 
rate  of  increase  has  obtained  since  1891  as  in  the  preceding 
ten  years,  the  population  of  the  Combined  District  (corrected 
for  Institutions)  is  estimated  as  amounting  to  152,508  at  the 
middle  of  1899 — being  an  increase  of  about  20,000  on  the 
enumerated  number  in  1871;  but  the  births  are  now  five 
hundred  per  annum  fewer  than  they  were  when  the  District 
was  first  constituted,  the  average  birth  rate  having  fallen  from  ^ 

30*5  to  24*5  per  1,000  of  the  population  and  the  “corrected” 
death  rate  from  17*2  to  13*6 — while  the  percentage  ratios  both 
of  deaths  at  all  ages,  and  of  infants  under  a twelvemonth  old, 
to  registered  births  have  decreased  respectively  from  56*5% 


BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


II 


JS 

s 

o 

c/3 

CD 

Q 


03  0} 

o > 

'I 

a.5 

•S.S 


tN. 

00 


cfl 

73 

.2 

‘C 

(D 

0- 


T3 

o 

o 
U 
::  ci 

1 1 
« c 
73  ’3 

u ^ 
0)  )_ 

.2 

biO 

03 


03 

Xi 

B 

3 


cd 

03 

C 

rt 

03 


IBJtlH 

uiBq§g  puB 
JOspuiA\ 

<0  N 00 
vn  ro  M 
1-^ 

rj-  0>  fO 
►H  M 

VO  0\  VOVO  0 
VO  N tl  rj- 

vOVO  VO  VO  VO 

VO  0 to  ov  VO 

00  0 ►I 

tv  to  to  to  to 

Vp  ^ M p M 

Jh  t-  b w ON 

VO  tX  VO  VO  tX 

IBJtlH 

pBsjsduiBq 

-ISB3 

cj  Cs 
ro  n 0 

VO^  1-^ 

CT  M to 

M VO  0 t^  VO 
Ti-vo  vOvoth 
tO  to  to  to  to 

M 00  tooo  0 

VO  VO  t^VO  00 

P M M x-.  M 
X^vb  CO  x-  tv 

■7-  tJ-  tX  Th  vO 

UBqjn 

pBaquapiBj^ 

to  0> 

M iH  »r» 

vo'  cc  0 

N tJ  VO 

VO  OV  ►H  tV| 

N W t»  to  to 

VO  OvvO  OvvO 
tv  to  r^VO  X-'- 

P to  p ^ N 
b M b to  ^ 

VO  VO  VO  VO  VO 

IBJtlH 

uiBq3[oo3 

0 CT> 

0 0 to 

00  00  d\ 

Ov  tH  Ov 

to  vOVO  VO  VO 
tj  w w a w 

Ov  0 th  to  to 
to  to  vO  to 

1-1  HH  l-l  M H« 

p yo  rj-  p 
do  ^ « O'  6 

vO  VO  VO  vO  VO 

IBjn^ 

3uuo9  puB 
pfaypBJa 

tfj  o> 

VO  )-l  l-( 

cx^  0^ 

^ Ci^ 

t}-  tJ-  -vj-  -vi- 

ThOO  M VO 

VO  VO  VO  tJ- 

t^CX3  »H  VO 

CX3  00  voVO  to 

W tv  tv  N tl 

<»  to  yn  tO(» 
b bv  Ovvo  vb 

VO  t1-  T^-  VO  vO 

nBqjQ 

pjojSuiiiBM. 

0^  to 
VO 

c:^  vc^  cx^ 

ef  eT 

VO  X>.  M l-H  Tj- 
<X3  t^CX3  t>.VO 

X^OO  tv  VO  VO 
VO  vj-  VO  tj-  to 

►H  to  tv  00  to 
x^  b ^ ^vb 

VO  VO  VO  VO  VO 

IBjna 

qSJBlUMOJQ 

pUB 

PJOJSUHIBM 

VO  00  00 

00  «-< 

VO_  ^ 

vO  M CO  (X3  VO 
■V*-  -^QO  00  t>- 
to  to  t<l  M 

w to  tv  CT>  0 
i-i  C»  00  00  VO 
tv  *H  M tH  W 

^x>.  p p.  0 

11  to  to  vodb 

VO  VOVO  VO  vO 

UBqjH 

uopSuiqv 

0 

^ to  to 

"tf 

VO  V^ 

to  rj-vo  Ov 

ov  VO  X>.  VO 

00  0 VO 

tv  0 0 0 ov 

y%  p (»  H-t  p 

vb  do  do  O'  M 

VO  vOVO  VOVO 

IBjna 

aiBqinQ  puB 

uopSuiqv 

00 

VO  VO  r>. 
VO 

VO  to  to 

00  I-I  C3V  to  IH 

VO  l-H  00  0 ov 
•vj-  r|-  to  to  M 

Tj-  OV30  0 vO 
VO  ovoo  VO 

tv  tv  M t-l  l-t 

to  to  pv  ^ X>. 

Th  Jo  b bvvb 

VO  VO  VO  VO  VO 

IBjna 

XjnqsuiBa 

puB 

pjojjaSunH 

<7v  VO 

Ov  l-H 

to  t>. 
dv  rC 

VO  t>.  Tt-  M VO 

OvvD  to 

VO  lO  t}-  rh 

OV  tv  to 
tv  0 x>.  Ti- 

to to  tv  tv  tv 

VO  to  VO  0 OV 

OVOO  VO  ov  vO 

VO  VO  VO  VO  VO 

uBqjH 

XinqAva^^ 

to  VO 

0 « 00 

0 CX3 
tC  o'  o' 

M M 

Ov  0 fOOO  -th 
VO  to  0 00  VD 

W to  to  N tt 

VO  HH  Th  X-  Th 

t^OO  00  0 VO 

M 1-1  »-<  tv  1-1 

^ O'  ^ O'  P 

VO  tJ-  b b b 

VO  VOVO  x>.vo 

IBjna 

XjnqAva^^ 

00  CJV  t-l 
to  Ov  ov 

^ 

VO  VO  VO  M OV 

■7-  0 OVVO  -T- 
tO  to  ox  M N 

tX  11  00  *-•  VO 
tv  CJv  X>.  O'  VO 
tv  H M H H 

O'VO 

b b to  b 

VO  VO  VO  X-vVO 

Enumerated  Population 
Census  1 87 1 

Corrected  for  t«8t 
Institutions 

„ 1891 

Mean  Yearly  No. 
of  Births  Registered 
1877  - 80 

1881  - 85 

1886  - 90 

1891  - 95 

1896  - 99 

Mean  Yearly  No. 
of  Corrected  Deaths 
1877  - 80 

1881  - 85 

1886  - 90 

1891  - 95 

1896  - 99 

Yearly  average  percent- 
age of  Deaths  to  Births 
1877  - 80 

1881  - 85 

1886  - 90 

1891  - 95 

1896  - 99 
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to  55*4%  and  from  ir3%  to  io*6%.  A very  large  proportion 
of  these  last  are  however  accounted  for  by  the  great  mortality 
amongst  weakly  or  premature  infants  who  survive  birth  at 
most  for  only  a few  weeks.  In  1899,  out  of  413  infants  dying 
in  their  first  year,  no  less  than  fifty-two  lived  less  than  twenty- 
four  hours,  forty-two  survived  less  than  a week,  and  seventy- 
seven  died  within  the  month,  the  total  amounting  to  i7i,or  not 
less  than  40%  of  the  deaths  at  this  age  period  and  7-8^  of  those 
at  all  ages,  so  that  were  they  excluded  from  calculation,  the  242 
infantile  deaths  between  one  and  twelve  months  would  amount 
to  only  6*7%  of  the  births,  and  to  1 1 of  the  deaths  at  all  ages. 
The  explanation  of  this  waste  of  infant  life  is  not  easy,  and  pro- 
bably several  factors  would  have  to  be  taken  into  account  with 
reference  to  it,  but  the  matter  calls  for  fuller  enquiry  than  it 
has  received  as  yet.  The  following  is  the  order  in  which  the 
several  districts  stood  in  relation  to  it  in  1899  • — 


Urban  Sanitary 

Infantile  death  rate 
per  1,000  population 
under  four  weeks. 

Districts. 

Infantile  death  rate 
per  1,000  population 
under  one  year. 

Wallingford 

... 

•33 

17 

Newbury 

... 

77 

...  2-0 

Maidenhead 

... 

i’6o 

3'4 

Abingdon  ... 

... 

...  2'00 

4-6 

Rural  Sanitary 

Districts. 

Culham 

... 

'37 

3'5 

Wallingford 

... 

•47 

2-4 

Abingdon  ... 

... 

•65 

2*3 

Bradfield 

75 

...  2-0 

Easthampstead 

•92 

2-3 

Newbury 

•98 

...  2’I 

Windsor 

... 

•98 

2-9 
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Infantile  death  rate  Infantile  death  rate 
per  1,000  population  per  i,ooo  population 
under  four  weeks.  under  one  year. 

Rural  Sanitary  'Disiric’Xs— continued. 


Egham 



I -00 

3*3 

Goring 



1*21 

30 

Cookham 



1-37 

2*4 

Crowmarsh  ... 

... 

1*40 

3*4 

Hungerford ... 



I -60 

2-8 

Ramsbury  ... 



2-37 

3*8 

The  births  registered  in  the  Combined  District  during  1899 
were  Males  1,823,  Females  1,782,  total  3,605,  and  the 
“ corrected  ” deaths  amounted  to  2,197 — Males  1,153,  Females 
1,044.  The  respective  rates  were  23*6  and  I4’4  per  1,000  of 
the  population  and  the  deaths  60*9%  of  the  births.  The  births 
were  fewer  by  ninety-nine  than  in  the  previous  year,  while 
there  was  an  increase  of  forty-four  in  the  number  of  deaths, 
mostly  of  adults  and  elderly  persons  dying  from  unclassified 

general  ” diseases. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  Table  on  the  next  page,  the  deaths 
from  the  chief  zymotic  complaints  were  but  little  more 
numerous  than  in  1898,  and  nearly  half  resulted  from  epidemic 
diarrhoea — chiefly  occurring  amongst  infants  or  very  young 
children  during  the  autumn.  As  regards  the  notifiable 
zymotic  diseases,  a larger  number  of  notifications  (824)  were 
received  than  in  any  year,  1893  excepted,  since  the  Act  came  into 
operation.  Five  hundred  and  forty-three  were  cases  of  scarlet 
fever,  mostly  of  a mild  type,  more  than  half  of  which  occurred 
in  Cookham,  Easthampstead  and  Maidenhead  Districts. — see 
Table  II.  Only  eleven  attacks  proved  fatal,  or  r8%  of  those 
reported,  and  this  low  percentage  is  higher  than  the  actual 
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“Corrected”  Yearly  Deaths  in  the  Berkshire  Combined  Sanitary 
District  from  the  Seven  Chief  Zymotic  Diseases,  and  from 
Cancer,  Phthisis,  &c.,  &c.,  from  1874  to  1899,  inclusive. 


Date 

Small  Pox 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  & 
Memb.  Croup 

Enteric  and 
Contd.  Fever 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Diarrhoea  and 

Dysentery 

Total  7 Chief 

Zymotic  Dis. 

Influenza 

Cancer 

Phthisis 

Pulmonary 

Inflammations 

Developmen- 

tal Diseases 
under  5 years. 

1874  ... 

- 

18 

37 

38 

29 

50 

42 

214 

- 

45 

252 

292 

— 

1875  - 

2 

42 

39 

43 

II 

57 

95 

289 

8 

69 

281 

409 

— 

1876  ... 

4 

42 

32 

28 

23 

33 

72 

234 

I 

56 

227 

304 

— 

1877  ... 

17 

82 

23 

30 

25 

32 

62 

271 

I 

74 

260 

307 

309 

1878  ... 

12 

66 

53 

30 

23 

60 

84 

328 

- 

76 

234 

388 

334 

1879  ... 

- 

II 

22 

7 

67 

54 

50 

211 

- 

75 

245 

419 

295 

1880  ... 

3 

56 

13 

23 

23 

48 

112 

278 

- 

63 

221 

399 

376 

1881  ... 

5 

45 

29 

17 

13 

12 

34 

155 

- 

64 

222 

308 

— 

1882  ... 

6 

68 

65 

14 

40 

88 

34 

315 

- 

86 

I7I 

333 

— 

1883  ... 

- 

26 

53 

19 

46 

S3 

51 

248 

- 

95 

240 

378 

346 

1884  ... 

2 

43 

53 

16 

40 

29 

64 

247 

- 

92 

186 

308 

334 

1885  ... 

2 

7 

53 

9 

36 

26 

28 

161 

- 

85 

201 

412 

329 

1886  ... 

5 

5 

33 

10 

19 

46 

67 

185 

- 

77 

184 

385 

377 

1887  ... 

- 

7 

23 

20 

47 

31 

59 

157 

- 

lOI 

164 

355 

350 

1888  .. 

- 

13 

60 

17 

12 

40 

20 

159 

- 

106 

205 

378 

315 

1889  ... 

- 

2 

66 

9 

33 

22 

37 

169 

- 

89 

189 

287 

280 

1890  ... 

- 

2 

33 

18 

52 

21 

40 

166 

26 

109 

187 

336 

310 

1891  ... 

- 

4 

33 

9 

18 

S3 

29 

146 

57 

lOI 

194 

491 

329 

1892  ... 

- 

18 

30 

16 

22 

40 

31 

157 

166 

III 

148 

478 

305 

1893  ... 

6 

16 

46 

8 

36 

23 

41 

176 

37 

99 

I4I 

283 

262 

1894  ... 

- 

6 

35 

4 

26 

78 

23 

172 

59 

124 

170 

359 

230 

00 

VO 

- 

6 

38 

5 

22 

26 

43 

140 

85 

133 

135 

296 

312 

1896  ... 

- 

13 

41 

II 

30 

20 

28 

152 

27 

106 

145 

230 

294 

1897  ••• 

- 

6. 

24 

5 

4 

56 

42 

137 

38 

105 

169 

304 

309 

00 

VO 

00 

- 

4 

21 

10 

38 

16 

128 

217 

66 

128 

168 

300 

255 

1899  ... 

- 

II 

24 

10 

28 

48 

105 

226 

87 

127 

165 

269 

252 

Yearly  Mean 
for  the 
ten  years 
1890-99 

. -6 

8-6 

32-5  9-6 

27-6 

38-1 

51-0 

1689 

64-8 

Ii4'3 

162-2 

334-6 

CO 

00 
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mortality  rate  of  the  year  from  this  complaint,  since  there  can 
be  little  doubt,  from  the  result  of  enquiries  made  as  to  known 
cases,  that  there  were  many  which  were  never  notified  and  did 
not  come  under  medical  care. 

Although  there  was  not  any  extensive  outbreak  of  diphtheria 
in  1899  in  any  district,  113  attacks  were  reported,  resulting  in 
twenty-five  deaths,  or  a case  mortality  of  22*1% — more  than 
half  of  them  were  notified  in  the  Cookham,  Egham  and  Windsor 
Rural,  and  in  Maidenhead  Urban  District. 

Of  the  sixty-one  notified  cases  of  enteric  fever,  a quarter 
occurred  in  Crowmarsh  District,  and  in  all  nine  ended  fatally, 
amounting  to  147%  of  the  attacks. 

No  case  of  small  pox  was  notified  during  the  year,  and  only 
five  of  puerperal  fever — though  eight  deaths  were  certified  as 
caused  by  it. 

Of  the  102  notified  attacks  of  erysipelas  eleven  w'ere  fatal, 
and  there  were  six  deaths  from  pyoemia. 

The  non-notifiable  zymotic  diseases  resulted  in  181  deaths, 
as  against  the  forty-five  from  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and 
enteric  fever  combined,  viz. : measles,  twenty-eight ; whooping 
cough,  forty-eight  (this  complaint  being  thrice  as  fatal  as  in 
1898)  and  diarrhoea,  105 ; the  total  number  of  deaths  from  the 
“ seven  chief  zymotic  diseases  of  the  Registrar  General’s 
classification  amounting  to  226,  76%  of  the  whole  being 
children  under  five  years. 

The  death  rates  for  the  year  for  each  of  these  complaints 
per  10,000  of  the  population  of  the  entire  Combined  District 
were  as  follows:  scarlet  fever,  072;  diphtheria,  1*57; 
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enteric  fever,  o*66;  measles,  1*84;  whooping  cough,  3‘is; 
diarrhoea,  6*88. 

The  mortality  resulting  from  consumption  and  from  cancer 
was  very  nearly  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  year,  but  there 
was  a considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  certified 
from  pulmonary  inflammations,  viz. : 269,  as  against  300  in 
1898.  Influenza,  with  pulmonary  complications,  however  nearly 
balanced  this  decrease,  there  being  twenty-one  more  deaths 
attributed  to  it  than  in  the  previous  year ; it  prevailed  chiefly 
in  the  Bradfield,  Hungerford  and  Ramsbury  Rural  Districts, 
and  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  Maidenhead  and  Newbury. 

Acute  or  chronic  alcoholism  was  certified  as  the  cause  of 
death  in  seven  cases — six  males  and  one  female — the  ages 
ranging  between  twenty-eight  and  seventy-one  years.  There 
is  too  much  reason  to  believe  that  a large  proportion  of  the 
deaths  attributed  to  liver  and  kidney  diseases  are  primarily 
attributable  to  the  same  cause. 
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NEWBURY  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  42,886  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  2,456  — with 
population  of  Males  5,181,  Females  5,495,  total  10,675.  The 
“corrected”  number  at  the  middle  of  1899 — assuming- a cor- 
responding- annual  decrease  to  that  of  the  ten  years  1881-91 — 
is  estimated  at  10,150;  but  this  can  only  be  taken  as 
approximately  correct,  as  no  data  will  be  available  by  which 
to  test  it  till  after  the  next  census  is  taken  in  1901. 

The  matter  of  the  proposed  sewerage  of  Donnington  village 
has  received  much  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority  and  the  inspector,  as  also  of  myself,  and  two  series 
of  water  samples  were  taken  from  the  Lambourne  stream  at 
different  points  in  its  course  through  the  village,  to  ascertain 
what  amount  of  pollution  existed  at  the  present  time,  with  the 
result  that  an  appreciable  amount  of  fouling  was  clearly  shewn 
to  result  from  the  existing  state  of  things.  In  October  an 
enquiry  was  held  by  Sandford  Fawcett,  Esq.,  C.E.,an  Inspector 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  with  reference  to  the  sewerage 
scheme  for  the  place  prepared  by  the  late  Mr.  Anstie,  C.E.,  but 
a final  settlement  of  the  question  has  not  yet  been  arrived  at. 

The  question  of  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  has  also 
again  had  attention,  and  various  sites  suggested  for  the  same, 
and  situate  within  the  district  have  been  inspected,  but  for  the 
present  the  arrangement  with  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority 
for  the  reception  into  their  hospital  of  patients  brought  from  the 
Rural  District  remains  in  force,  and  a considerable  proportion 
of  the  scarlet  fever  cases  notified  during  the  year  have  accord- 
ingly been  taken  there. 

Mr.  Walter  Church,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  of  the 
year’s  work,  reports  718  premises  inspected,  nuisances  being 
found  to  exist  on  eighty-six — seventy-nine  of  which  were  abated 
by  the  close  of  the  year,  only  one  formal  notice  having  been 
required, — about  sixty  of  these  related  to  foul  closets  and 
defective  drains.  Eleven  samples  of  water— including  six 
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from  the  Lambourne  stream  already  referred  to — have  been 
submitted  to  analysis,  and  four  new  wells  were  sunk  to  replace  ^ 

a similar  number  where  the  water  had  proved  to  be  con- 
taminated. New  drainage  was  provided  at  Brimpton  Schools, 
the  closets  were  re-constructed  and  the  well  cleaned  out.  The 
drainage  of  a residence  at  Speen  was  entirely  re-constructed 
and  a deep  water  well — which  had  been  converted  into  a 
dead  well  for  sewage  and  was  likely  to  become  a source  of 
danger  to  the  supply  furnished  by  the  Water  Company — has 
been  filled  in,  and  at  Thatcham  the  whole  of  the  drainage  has 
been  re-laid  and  the  well  cleaned  out  in  one  of  the  courts 
where  enteric  fever  had  been  notified.  Three  overcrowded 
and  dilapidated  cottages  have  also  been  dealt  with.  The 
whole  of  the  registered  cow-sheds  in  the  district  (forty-two) 
have  been  re-inspected  and  ten  more  put  on  the  register.  Nine  ^ 

slaughter-houses  and  seven  bake-houses  were  examined  and 
insanitary  conditions  put  right  on  two  of  each.  Plans  under 
the  bye-laws  were  passed  for  fifteen  new  houses,  several  of 
which  are  now  in  course  of  erection,  and  water  certificates 
have  been  granted  for  three  of  them.  The  general  sanitary 
condition  of  the  district  has  been  satisfactory  throughout  the 
year  and  the  amount  of  infectious  disease  notified  was  limited — 
the  mortality  resulting  from  it  being  confined  to  two  deaths 
from  diphtheria  in  a single  family.  Fifty  notifications  in  all 
were  received,  viz. : scarlet  fever,  twenty-seven;  diphtheria, 
eleven;  enteric  fever,  four ; erysipelas,  thirteen. 

Scarlet  Fever. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a few  scattered 
cases  were  notified  in  different  parts  of  the  district,  the  origin 
of  which  could  not  be  traced,  and  three  of  them  were  removed 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  One  attack,  in  a man  of  sixty-four,  ^ 

was  first  notified  as  erysipelas,  but  a fortnight  afterwards  he 
came  to  the  medical  man’s  surgery  and  was  found  to  be 
peeling  after  scarlet  fever,  and  there  was  another  case  in  the 
same  family.  In  May  the  complaint  appeared  at  Stockcross 
and  there  were  nine  attacks  in  three  families ; it  was  found 
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necessary  to  close  the  schools  for  a time  and  there  was  not  any 
further  spread.  During  the  rest  of  the  year  two  or  three  cases 
were  notified  almost  each  month  in  different  parts  of  the 
district,  one  of  them  was  a girl  who  had  had  the  complaint  and 
been  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  two  years  previously — 
she  was  again  removed  to  the  Hospital.  At  Marsh  Benham 
two  cases  were  notified  and  taken  to  the  Hospital ; on  enquiry 
there  was  reason  to  think  that  the  infection  had  been  brought 
from  London  by  a child  convalescent  from  so-called  measles. 
No  attack  proved  fatal. 

Diphtheria. — Of  the  eleven  cases  notified  during  the  year 
nine  were  in  Thatcham,  five  being  in  one  family,  two  of  them 
ending  fatally.  The  first  attack  was  notified  at  Colthrop  Mills 
in  January,  and  the  lad  being  removed  to  the  Hospital  there 
was  no  other  case.  In  April  and  May  five  children  in  one 
family,  and  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fifteen  years,  were 
attacked  successively  and  two  of  them  died.  The  father  was 
at  the  time  employed  in  spreading  the  sludge  from  the  Borough 
sewage  works  on  farm  land  — one  of  his  boys,  who  was  not 
however  the  first  to  be  attacked,  assisting  him.  Complaints 
had  been  made  of  the  smell  given  off  by  the  sludge,  but  the 
evidence  connecting  this  with  the  outbreak  was  by  no  means 
conclusive,  and  fatal  diphtheria  had  occurred  in  the  same  row 
of  cottages  some  years  previously  and  before  the  sewage  works 
in  question  were  constructed.  At  the  same  time  there  were 
three  attacks  in  a family  living  at  Thatcham  Newtown,  and  a 
fortnight  later  a case  was  notified  at  the  other  end  of  the 
village — but  with  this  the  outbreak  ended  and  no  other  case 
was  notified  in  the  district  during  the  rest  of  the  year. 

Enteric  Fever. — Two  of  the  four  attacks  reported  occurred 
in  Thatcham,  both  being  in  insanitary  cottages  which  were 
subsequently  put  into  better  order.  The  other  two  occurred 
in  a cottage  at  Weston,  the  first  patient  being  a farm  labourer 
who  came  home  ill  from  Ewelme,  in  Crowmarsh  distric,t 
where  an  outbreak  of  the  disease  was  beginning  at  the  time, 
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which  is  referred  to  in  the  report  for  that  district.  All  the 
patients  recovered. 

The  births  during-  the  year  were  M.  119,  F.  102,  total  221, 
and  the  registered  deaths  133,  including  in  this  number  ten  of 
feeble  or  immature  infants  who  survived  less  than  four  weeks ; 
they  occurred  as  follows:  first  quarter,  28;  second  quarter,  34; 
third  quarter,  28;  fourth  quarter,  43.  In  addition  to  these 
seventeen  deaths  have  to  be  added  of  persons  belonging  to  the 
district  who  died  outside  it,  viz. : fourteen  in  the  Union  House, 
two  in  the  District  Hospital,  one  in  the  County  Lunatic  Asylum; 
making  the  “corrected”  number  150  and  equal  to  67*9%  of 
the  births,  which  were  at  the  low  rate  of  21*8  per  1,000  and 
the  deaths  14-8.  The  percentage  of  deaths  under  one  year  to 
births  was  only  9-5  %,  although  ten  out  of  the  twenty-one 
dying  at  that  age  period  were  the  immature  infants  already 
referred  to.  As  regards  the  ages  at  death,  thirty  were 
children  under  five  years  of  age  and  seventy-four  old  persons 
above  sixty-five,  jointly  accounting  for  70  ^ of  the  entire 
mortality. — see  Tables  V and  VI. 

The  mortality  from  the  chief  zymotic  diseases  was  exceed- 
ingly small,  viz.,  the  two  deaths  from  diphtheria  already 
mentioned,  with  one  each  from  measles  and  whooping  cough 
and  two  from  diarrhoea.  The  zymotic  death  rate  was  therefore 
only  0-6  per  1,000  and  4^  of  the  mortality  from  all  causes. 

Consumption  was  fatal  to  seven  persons,  the  rates  being 
therefore  nearly  the  same  as  the  foregoing;  and  pulmonary 
affections  occasioned  twenty- two  deaths,  or  14*7%  of  the  whole, 
the  rate  being  2*2. 

Children’s  wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  under  five  years 
of  age  account  for  fifteen  deaths  (but  these  include  the  ten  who 
lived  less  than  a month,  previously  referred  to)  or  half  of  those 
occurring  at  this  age  period  and  10%  of  the  total  mortality. 

Cancerous  diseases  were  fatal  to  thirteen  persons,  an  un- 
usually large  number. 

Six  inquests  were  held,  three  on  deaths  from  “natural 
causes”  and  the  rest  from  violence  (suicidal)  or  accident. 
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NEWBURY  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  1,829  acres.  Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1891)  2,385. 
Enumerated  population,  Males  5,096,  Females  5,906,  total 
11,002;  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1899,  11,621. 

The  sanitary  inspector,  Mr.  S.  J.  L.  Vincent,  in  his  return 
of  the  year’s  work  reports  the  inspection  of  sixty  premises,  on 
forty  of  which  nuisances  were  discovered  and  abated,  mostly 
in  connection  with  drainage ; reports  being  made  to  the 
Council  on  forty-five  tenements  in  reference  thereto,  and  fifteen 
formal  notices  served.  Four  samples  of  water  were  sent  to 
the  Public  Analyst  (and  the  wells  closed  on  his  report),  new 
services  being  laid  on  from  the  mains.  Eight  samples  of  foods 
were  taken  for  analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst,  who  reported 
them  all  as  being  unadulterated.  Ten  houses  were  provided 
with  w.c.’s,  but  at  present  the  provision  of  proper  flushing 
arrangements  is  only  required  by  the  Council  in  the  case  of 
new  houses  (thirty-nine  of  which  were  erected  during  the 
year) ; and  as  flushing  by  hand  cannot  be  relied  on  to  ensure 
thorough  and  efficient  cleansing  of  the  house  drains,  stale 
sewage  is  likely  to  be  retained  in  them  and,  when  at  last  it 
reaches  the  public  sewers,  to  give  rise  to  offensive  effluvia 
from  the  man-holes.  Fourteen  milk-shops  and  cow-sheds  were 
inspected — the  regulations  are  complied  with  and  no  nuisances 
were  found,  as  also  was  the  case  as  regards  the  slaughter- 
houses, bake-houses  and  work-shops  visited.  Twenty-seven 
houses  and  two  elementary  schools  were  disinfected  after 
infectious  outbreaks.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  Notification 
Act  had  not  come  into  operation  in  the  district,  but  twenty-seven 
attacks  of  scarlet  fever,  occurring  in  twenty-five  families,  were 
voluntarily  notified  by  the  medical  men  in  attendance,  and  all 
but  three  of  those  attacked  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Wash  Common.  The  majority  were  children  above 
ten  years  old,  attending  one  or  other  of  the  elementary  schools, 
and  all  but  three  were  reported  between  the  beginning  of 
March  and  the  third  week  in  July.  c 2 
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Early  in  October  a small  group  of  - attacks  of  enteric  fever 
was  reported  in  one  of  the  courts,  the  cottages  where  they 
occurred  were  old  and  decayed,  and  they  were  also  at  the  time 
in  an  insanitary  condition  as  to  drainage  and  water  supply,  as 
the  ground  had  just  been  broken  up  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
in  the  connections  with  the  new  sewers,  and  there  was  reason 
to  believe  that  the  well  had  become  fouled  in  consequence — a 
sample  taken  for  analysis  giving  very  bad  results.  The  well 
was  closed  at  once  and  a service  laid  on  from  the  mains. 
Attacks  occurred  in  three  houses,  but  care  was  taken  to  have 
all  excreta  removed  daily  from  the  cottages  by  one  of  the  men 
employed  by  the  Corporation  and  burnt,  and  there  was  not  any 
further  spread  of  disease. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  M.  lOO,  F.  137, 
total  237,  and  the  deaths  amounted  to  195 — viz. : first  quarter, 
SO;  second  quarter,  44;  third  quarter,  47;  fourth  quarter,  54 — 
but  fifteen  of  those  in  the  Union  House  and  six  in  the  District 
Hospital  have  to  be  deducted  as  being  persons  not  belonging 
to  the  district ; which  gives,  with  the  addition  of  one  death  in 
Reading  Hospital  of  a patient  received  from  Newbury,  the 
corrected  mortality  as  M.  95,  F.  80,  total  175,  equivalent  to  a 
death  rate  of  15*0  per  1,000;  the  birth  rate  being  20*4,  and 
the  proportion  of  births  to  deaths  73*8% — see  Table  V.  There 
were  twenty-three  deaths  of  infants  under  a year  old,  amounting 
to  97;^  of  the  births;  nine  of  these  lived  less  than  four  weeks. 
Eighty-one  adults  reached  the  age  of  sixty-five  and  upwards, 
forty-five  of  whom  were  over  seventy-five  and  sixteen  over 
eighty-five,  with  one  who  had  reached  ninety-five  at  the  time  of 
death;  46-3^  of  the  year’s  mortality  occurring  at  this  age 
period,  whilst  that  at  the  period  under  five  years  amounted  to 
only  iS'49^  the  whole.  Thirteen  deaths  were  recorded  from 
zymotic  complaints,  but  of  these  twelve  resulted  from  diarrhoea, 
eight  being  infants  less  than  a twelvemonth  old;  with  one 
exception  all  of  them  occurred  between  August  and  November. 
The  only  death  from  any  other  zymotic  disease  was  one  from 
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diphtheria  of  a child  three  years  old,  but  the  death  rate  in  this 
class  amounted  to  i*i  per  i,ocx),  or  7‘4%  of  the  total  mortality. 

Consumption  was  fatal  to  eighteen  persons  between  the 
age  of  eighteen  and  sixty-five — two-thirds  being  males.  This 
disease  accounted  for  10-3%  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes  and 
a death  rate  of  1*5. 

Lung  Inflammations  accounted  for  twenty-five,  only  three  of 
the  number  being  under  five  years  of  age.  The  rate  was  2-2 
per  1,000.  There  were  also  eight  deaths  from  influenza  com- 
plicated with  pulmonary  troubles,  and  cancerous  diseases  were 
fatal  to  the  same  number. 

Nine  of  the  twelve  deaths  of  young  children  from  develop- 
mental wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  were  the  nine  feeble 
infants  already  referred  to  as  dying  within  four  weeks  of  birth; 
the  remaining  three  lived  between  one  and  two  years. 

Five  inquests  were  held,  all  on  deaths  from  accident,  except 
one  which  was  suicidal. 


HUNGERFORD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT 

Approximate  area  47,000  acres.  Number  of  houses  (1891) 
about  2,100.  Enumerated  population.  Males  4,841,  Females 
4,788,  total  9,629.  Estimated  “ corrected  ” population  at  the 
middle  of  1899—9,548. 

Early  in  January  a Local  Government  Board  enquiry  was 
held  by  F.  H.  Tulloch,  Esq.,  M.I.C.E.,  one  of  the  Inspectors  of 
the  Board,  with  reference  to  an  application  on  the  part  of  the 
Council  for  authority  to  borrow  £7,000  for  the  sewerage  of 
Hungerford,  in  accordance  with  a plan  prepared  by  Mr.  Ives, 
which  however  did  not  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Board.  Later 
in  the  year  the  Council  had  before  them  the  consideration  of  a 
scheme,  proposed  by  Mr.  Cuss,  of  Cricklade,  for  sewering  the 
town  in  successive  sections — the  sewage  to  be  dealt  with  in 
bacterial  tanks  as  at  Sutton — and  the  work  to  be  commenced 
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in  those  parts  of  the  district  the  slop  sewage  of  which  has 
hitherto  to  some  extent  found  its  way  into  the  stream.  I ad- 
vised the  Council  that,  in  any  case,  the  works  should  be  so 
designed  as  when  completed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
whole  of  the  town,  but  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  no  definite 
settlement  had  been  arrived  at. 

The  question  of  the  adoption  of  bye-laws  for  new  buildings 
has  also  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Council,  and  the 
code  drafted  by  them  has  been  sent  up  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  their  sanction. 

Mr.  J.  Pinniger,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  report  of  the  year’s 
work,  returns  1,103  premises  as  inspected;  nuisances  being 
found  on  168,  for  which  99  formal  notices  for  abatement  were 
required.  The  number  abated  by  the  end  of  the  year  was  153, 
a third  of  which  related  to  foul  closets  and  drains,  twenty-three 
to  foul  or  dilapidated  houses,  including  two  cases  of  over- 
crowding. Nine  houses  were  reported  under  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act  as  unfit  for  habitation  and  three 
were  closed.  Thirty  cow-sheds  were  inspected,  seven 
slaughter-houses,  and  twenty-four  bake-houses,  and  insanitary 
conditions  were  remedied  in  thirteen  cases.  The  majority  of 
the  cow-sheds  are  old  and  of  poor  character,  but  the  cattle 
are  for  the  most  part  not  kept  in  them  habitually,  and  in  the 
summer  are  only  brought  in  for  milking.  The  matter  of 
drainage  into  the  streams,  has  also  had  much  of  the  inspector’s 
attention  in  consequence  of  complaints  received  from  the 
Thames  Conservancy,  especially  at  Kintbury,  Lambourn,  and 
the  Lambourn  Valley,  and  he  reports  that  this  has  now  been 
almost  entirely  abated. 

With  the  exception  of  scarlet  fever,  thirty-five  attacks  of  which 
complaint  were  notified  during  the  year,  for  the  most  part  at 
Kintbury  and  Hungerford,  and  of  ten  cases  of  erysipelas,  there 
has  been  scarcely  any  notifiable  infectious  illness  reported; 
diphtheria  has  been  entirely  absent,  and  there  has  been  only 
one  case  of  enteric  fever. 
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The  earliest  attacks  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  in  January, 
in  three  families  at  Walcot,  Kintbury.  After  an  interval  of 
six  weeks,  in  which  no  fresh  cases  were  reported,  fifteen  were 
notified  in  March  and  early  in  April,  mostly  in  Kintbury  village, 
and  amongst  children  attending  the  same  school  (which  was 
temporarily  closed)  as  was  attended  by  those  attacked  in 
January.  One  infant  eleven  months  old  died.  During  the 
rest  of  the  year,  in  nearly  every  month,  the  complaint  made  its 
appearance  in  one  or  two  families  in  outlying  localities,  but  any 
connection  between  them  could  rarely  be  made  out. 

One  case  of  enteric  fever  was  reported  in  May  at  a house 
in  the  outskirts  of  Hungerford  where  the  sanitary  arrangements 
were  good,  the  water  had  been  recently  analysed  and  a satis- 
factory report  given,  the  milk  was  from  their  own  cows, 
and  no  history  of  exposure  to  probable  specific  infection  was 
obtainable. 

As  regards  non-notifiable  zymotic  complaints,  measles  and 
whooping  cough  prevailed  during  the  year  in  several  places 
to  a considerable  extent,  and  it  became  necessary  to  close  some 
of  the  schools  for  a time ; none  of  the  attacks  were  fatal. 

In  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  influenza  broke  out  in  a 
serious  form,  and  it  was  very  general,  especially  in  and  near 
Kintbury,  resulting  in  eleven  deaths,  mostly  of  old  persons, 
eight  of  which  occurred  in  December. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  M.  133,  F.  107, 
total  240,  and  the  deaths  numbered  152,  viz. : first  quarter,  42; 
second  quarter,  25  ; third  quarter,  28;  fourth  quarter,  57;  nine 
of  those  which  occurred  in  the  Union  House  were  persons  not 
belonging  to  the  district;  but  one  death  in  the  County  Asylum, 
one  in  Newbury  District  Hospital  and  two  in  Reading  Hospital, 
of  previous  residents  have  to  be  added — making  the  corrected 
number  M.  79,  F.  68,  total  147,  and  equivalent  to  61*2%  of  the 
year’s  births;  the  birth  rate  being  25*1  and  the  corrected 
death  rate  15*7  per  1,000.  Fifteen  of  the  deaths  under  a year 
old  were  feeble  infants  who  lived  less  than  four  weeks;  includ- 


26 


ing  these,  the  mortality  at  this  age  period  was  io-8%  of  the 
births;  sixty-two  were  persons  above  the  age  of  sixty-five,  and 
these  accounted  for  42*2%  of  the  year’s  mortality.  The  only 
deaths  from  zymotic  complaints  were  the  one  already  men- 
tioned from  scarlet  fever,  with  three  from  infantile  diarrhoea, 
being  but  27^  of  those  from  all  causes  and  at  the  low  rate  of 
0*4  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Seven  deaths  were  recorded  from  consumption,  the  rate  not 
exceeding  07  per  1,000. 

Lung  Inflammations  were  fatal  to  seventeen  persons,  four 
being  children  under  five  years  old;  and  influenza  with,  for  the 
most  part,  lung  complications  occasioned  twelve  deaths,  almost 
entirely  of  aged  persons,  eleven  of  which  occurred  in  the  last 
three  months  of  the  year. 

Wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  were  fatal  to  eighteen 
children  under  five  years  old,  but  this  number  includes  the 
twelve  feeble  infants  who  died  within  four  weeks  of  birth 
already  referred  to. 

Ten  inquests  were  held,  five  on  deaths  from  accident  and 
five  from  natural  causes. 


RAMSBURY  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Approximate  area  50,000  acres,  containing  about  1,800  houses 
in  1891  and  a population  of  Males  3,715,  Females  3,673,  total 
7,388;  which,  assuming  that  the  numbers  have  diminished  at 
the  same  rate  as  in  the  ten  years  1881-91,  gives  an  estimated 
population  of  6,743  at  the  middle  of  1899,  ^ density  of 

about  seven  acres  per  head  and  3*8  persons  per  house.  The 
correctness  of  this  estimate  can  only  be  provisionally  assumed, 
as  there  are  not  any  data  for  arriving  at  certainty  with  regard 
to  it  till  the  results  of  the  census  of  1901  are  available  for  use. 

The  sanitary  work  of  the  year  has  been  mostly  of  a routine 
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character,  although  from  time  to  time  the  prevalence  of 
measles,  whooping  cough  and  influenza  in  different  parts  of 
the  district  has  involved  a considerable  amount  of  supervision, 
especially  as  regards  school  attendance,  by  the  sanitary 
inspector;  whilst  at  Chilton,  Froxfield,  Great  and  Little 
Bedwyn,  and  Ramsbury  the  question  of  the  discharge  of  slop 
drainage  into  the  streams  has  had  much  attention,  complaints 
thereon  having  been  received  from  the  Thames  Conservancy. 
The  desirability  of  the  adoption  of  bye-laws  for  new  buildings 
has  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  District  Council  and 
action  has  been  taken,  a code  having  been  drafted  and  sent  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  their  approval,  but  it  had  not 
been  formally  sanctioned  by  the  Board  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Mr.  J.  Pinniger,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  of  work 
done  in  1899,  reports  925  premises  inspected  and  12 1 nuisances 
discovered — for  which  53  formal  notices  of  abatement  were 
served,  and  113  were  abated. 

Two  houses  were  reported  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act  as  unfit  for  habitation  and  were  closed  accordingly. 
Forty-five  cow-sheds  and  dairy  farms  were  inspected  and 
nuisance  abated  on  one  which  was  found  in  an  insanitary  con- 
dition. For  the  most  part  the  cattle  are  kept  to  a large  extent 
out  in  the  fields  in  this  district,  and  in  the  summer  months  they 
are  only  brought  into  the  sheds  for  milking,  so  that  although  a 
large  proportion  of  the  sheds  are  of  a poor  character,  there  is 
not  the  same  objection  to  their  use  that  there  would  be  if  the 
animals  were  kept  in  them  habitually,  so  long  as  they  are 
maintained  in  a proper  state  of  cleanliness.  Five  slaughter- 
houses inspected  were  found  to  be  properly  kept,  but  eight  of 
the  twenty-five  bake-houses  visited  required  cleansing,  &c., 
which  was  carried  out. 

Thirty-six  notifications  of  infectious  attacks  were  received  in 
1899,  viz.:  scarlet  fever,  fourteen;  diphtheria,  membranous 
croup,  and  enteric  fever,  two  each;  with  one  of  continued  fever, 
one  of  puerperal  fever,  and  fourteen  of  erysipelas. 
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As  regards  the  scarlet  fever  attacks  there  was  nothing  in 
the  way  of  a general  outbreak  ; at  intervals  two  or  three  cases 
were  reported  in  different  localities,  but  there  was  not  any 
spread  of  infection,  and  the  only  attacks  presenting  any  feature 
of  interest  were  two  notified  in  August  at  a house,  in  Bedwyn, 
where  four  children  (out  of  some  sixty  sent  down  to  the  village 
from  a London  school)  were  staying  at  the  time.  These  four 
were  at  once  removed  to  another  cottage  for  a period  of 
quarantine,  the  rest  of  the  children  being  sent  back  to  London, 
and  there  was  not  any  spread  of  infection. 

Three  of  the  four  notified  attacks  of  diphtheria  and  membra- 
nous croup  were  fatal,  in  each  case  to  a young  child;  they  were 
quite  unconnected  with  each  other,  there  was  not  any  traceable 
history  of  exposure  to  infection,  nor  were  any  special  insanitary 
conditions  found  on  the  respective  premises.  All  occurred  late 
in  the  year. 

Two  of  the  three  cases  notified  of  enteric  and  continued 
fever  were  imported  ones,  as  regards  the  third  there  was  a 
probibility  of  its  connection  with  the  use  of  polluted  drinking 
water. 

As  regards  non -notifiable  infectious  complaints  the  pre- 
valence of  measles  and  whooping  cough  has  been  referred  to, 
the  first-named  was  fatal  to  three  infants  at  Ramsbury  in 
January,  and  four  died  in  the  course  of  the  year  from  whooping 
cough  in  different  parts  of  the  district.  Some  of  the  schools 
were  temporarily  closed  on  account  of  the  outbreaks. 

Between  June  and  August  influenza  broke  out  at  Shalbourn, 
Froxfield,  and  Bedwyn,  and  there  were  five  deaths.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  year  it  appeared  at  Bagshot,  Fosbury,  and 
Ramsbury,  and  two  more  deaths  resulted  from  it.  All  but  two 
being  old  people. 

The  year’s  births  were  M.  102,  F.  94,  total  196,  and  the 
registered  deaths  102,  viz. ; first  quarter,  23 ; second  quarter, 
24;  third  quarter,  27;  fourth  quarter,  28.  Eight  deaths  in 
Hungerford  Union  House  and  one  in  Reading  Hospital  of 
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persons  belonging  to  the  district  being  added  to  those  actually 
occurring  in  it,  the  corrected  numbers  are  M.  56,  F.  55,  total 
III — equal  to  54*1%  of  the  births,  which  were  at  the  rate  of 
29  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  ; the  death  rate  being 
16-5,  this  last  being  a decrease  of  nearly  3 per  1,000  on  the  high 
rate  of  1S98.  Sixteen  of  the  twenty-six  deaths  occurring  under 
the  age  of  one  year  were  feeble  or  immature  infants  who  lived 
less  than  four  weeks,  seven  of  them  surviving  birth  under 
twenty-four  hours,  and  the  percentage  of  deaths  to  births  at  this 
age  period  was  13*3%.  On  the  other  hand,  forty-five  deaths 
were  of  persons  over  sixty-five,  being  40*5  % of  those  occurring 
at  all  ages. 

The  seven  chief  zymotic  diseases  of  the  Registrar  General’s 
classification  occasioned  thirteen  deaths,  viz. : diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup,  three;  measles,  three;  whooping  cough, 
four ; diarrhoea,  three — all  but  one  (from  diarrhoea)  being 
infants  or  children  under  five  years  old.  They  account  in  all 
for  \ v"]%  of  the  mortality  from  all  causes,  and  were  at  the  rate 
of  1*9  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

Two  deaths  only  were  attributed  to  consumption.  Pulmonary 
inflammations  were  fatal  to  twelve  persons,  two  being  children 
under  five  years  of  age;  the  death  rate,  &c.,  being  nearly  the 
same  as  in  the  zymotic  class.  In  addition  to  this  the  fatal 
attacks  of  influenza,  seven  in  number,  were  for  the  most  part 
the  result  of  lung  complications. 

Six  deaths  were  attributed  to  cancerous  affections. 

The  twenty-one  deaths  from  wasting  and  convulsive  diseases 
of  young  children  include  those  of  the  sixteen  infants  already 
referred  to  who  lived  less  than  four  weeks,  thus  giving  the  high 
death  rate  of  3*1  for  this  class  and  accounting  for  567%  of  the 
entire  mortality  under  five  years  of  age.  * 

Four  inquests  were  held  during  the  year,  two  on  deaths 
from  natural  causes,  one  on  suicide  by  gunshot  and  one 
“found  drowned.” 


ABINGDON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Area  40,869  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  approximately 
2,000.  Enumerated  population,  Males  4,792,  Females  4,487, 
total  9,279. 

During-  the  year  1899  this  district  has  been  almost  entirely 
free  from  any  but  sporadic  and  isolated  attacks  of  notifiable 
infectious  diseases,  the  only  exception  being  a limited  amount 
of  diphtheria  which  will  be  again  referred  to.  But  there  has 
been  a considerable  prevalence  of  the  non-notifiable  zymotic 
complaints,  viz.,  measles,  whooping  cough  and  dicirrhoea,  which 
have  occasioned  five-sixths  of  the  deaths  in  this  class  of 
diseases,  the  last-named  accounting  for  nearly  half  of  them. 

The  matter  of  the  provision  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  for  the 
united  Rural  and  Urban  Districts,  has  progressed  during  the 
year,  and  revised  plans  for  its  erection  have  been  submitted  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  in  accordance  with  their  require- 
ments. The  question  of  the  adoption  of  bye-laws  for  the 
entire  rural  district  with  reference  to  new  buildings  has  been 
considered  by  the  Council,  as  up  to  the  present  time  they 
applied  only  to  those  parts  of  it  in  the  vicinity  of  Abington  and 
Oxford — but  the  matter  had  not  been  definitely  settled  at  the 
close  of  the  year. 

Much  attention  has  been  given  to  the  important  matter  of 
water  supply  in  different  localities  within  the  district.  At 
Sunningwell,  in  which  village  there  was  an  outbreak  of  enteric 
fever  in  1898  presumably  due  to  a polluted  water  supply,  the 
works  necessary  to  secure  good  and  reliable  water  have  been 
carried  out.  At  Milton  the  works  planned  by  Mr.  G.  Winship 
for  obtaining  a public  supply  for  the  village  have  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  after  an  enquiry 
by  one  of  their  Inspectors,  and  they  have  since  been  com- 
menced; and  at  Drayton  (Berks),  where  there  was  reason  to 
suspect  the  purity  and  wholesomeness  of  the  well  waters,  a 
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series  of  samples  was  taken  for  examination  and  the  results  of 
the  analyses  showed  pollution  in  everyone  of  them. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Warren,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  of  the 
year’s  work — Table  VII  — reports  104  premises  inspected, 
eighty-five  of  them  in  detail.  Nuisances  were  discovered  on 
seventy-one  and  reported  to  the  Council ; by  the  end  of  the 
year  fifty-seven  had  been  abated.  Twenty-five  related  to  foul, 
decayed  or  overcrowded  houses,  four  being  reported  to  the 
Council  as  unfit  for  habitation  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act ; two  of  these  have  since  been  closed. 

New  w.c.’s  or  earth  closets  were  provided  for  eighteen 
premises.  Fourteen  water  samples  were  taken  for  analysis; 
six  wells  were  closed  and  ten  new  wells  sunk,  one  service  was 
laid  on  from  the  mains.  Ten  cow-sheds  and  twenty-five  bake- 
houses were  inspected  and  found  in  good  order;  on  six  out  of 
thirteen  piggeries  examined,  nuisances  were  found  and  abated. 
Seventeen  houses  and  two  elementary  schools  were  disinfected 
after  infectious  illness  in  or  connected  with  them. 

Seventeen  notifications  of  notifiable  sickness  were  received, 
viz.:  scarlet  fever,  eight;  diphtheria,  six ; enteric  fever,  two; 
erysipelas,  one. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Five  of  the  cases  notified  were  in  cottages 
at  Steventon,  early  in  the  year,  where  it  had  been  reported 
from  time  to  time  since  1897;  and  in  the  adjacent  village  of 
Drayton.  One  attack  was  fatal  from  kidney  complications. 
Three  others  were  notified  at  a large  educational  institution  in 
the  district  during  the  summer,  their  origin  could  not  be  traced, 
but  they  were  removed  to  the  sanatorium  on  the  premises  and 
there  was  not  any  further  spread,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year  the  district  remained  free  from  the  complaint. 

Diphtheria. — With  the  exception  of  one  case  at  Shippon,  in 
July — where  no  history  of  exposure  to  known  infection  could 
be  made  out  and  the  sanitary  arrangements  and  water  supply 
were  both  good— the  only  attacks  reported  during  the  year, 
five  in  number,  occurred  at  Frilford  and  Garford,  two  being 
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fatal.  The  sanitary  arrangements  and  drainage  of  the  school 
attended  by  four  of  the  sufferers  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory 
on  inspection,  the  drain  being  very  close  to  the  well,  the  water 
of  which  on  analysis  proved  to  be  polluted.  The  school  was 
temporarily  closed,  the  drainage  reconstructed  and  the  well 
cleaned  out. 

Enteric  Fever. — One  of  the  two  cases  reported  probably 
caught  the  disease  at  Birmingham ; the  other  was  at  a cottage 
where  the  well  water  was  found  on  analysis  to  be  seriously 
fouled  and  the  drainage  was  bad. 

As  regards  the  non -notifiable  zymotic  complaints— measles 
and  whooping  cough — both  were  prevalent  in  parts  of  the 
district  in  the  course  of  the  year  and  it  was  found  necessary  to 
temporarily  close  the  elementary  schools  at  Wootton  and 
Kingston  on  this  account ; with  diarrhoea  they  account  for  fully 
five-sixths  of  the  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  zymotic  class, 
two-thirds  of  which  were  of  young  children. 

The  births  registered  in  the  year  were  M.  79,  F.  100,  total 
179,  and,  including  six  infants  who  lived  less  than  four  weeks, 
the  deaths  were  123,  viz.:  first  quarter,  25 ; second  quarter,  37; 
third  quarter,  30;  fourth  quarter,  31.  To  these  twelve  have 
to  be  added  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district  but  dying 
outside  it,  viz. : nine  in  the  Union  House,  two  in  the  Cottage 
Hospital,  one  in  the  County  Asylum  — these  making  the 
“corrected’'  deaths  M.  70,  F.  65,  total  135,  and  equal  to 
75*4^  of  the  births.  The  birth  rate  was  the  low  one  of  19*4 
and  the  corrected  death  rate  14-6  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population  — the  infantile  mortality  (under  one  year)  being 
11*79^  of  the  births  and  15*5^  of  that  at  all  ages.  Fifty-nine 
deaths  or  45*7^  of  the  whole  were  persons  above  sixty- five 
years  old. 

Nineteen  deaths  were  recorded  in  the  zymotic  class,  viz. : 
scarlet  fever,  one;  diphtheria,  two;  measles,  two;  whooping 
cough,  six;  diarrhoea,  eight— the  greater  part  of  this  last 
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occurring  in  September.  These  account  for  I4‘i  ^ of  the  entire 
mortality,  with  a death  rate  of  2 per  1,000. 

Of  the  twelve  deaths  certified  from  consumption  only  two 
were  persons  under  forty  years  of  age,  while  six  were  between 
sixty  and  seventy-three.  The  rate  was  1*3  per  1,000. 

Pulmonary  inflammations  were  fatal  to  fifteen,  of  whom  six 
were  under  five  years  old,  the  death  rate  being  i *6. 

There  were  two  deaths  from  influenza,  with  lung  complica- 
tions, and  seven  from  cancerous  diseases. 

Wasting  and  convulsive  affections  were  fatal  to  eight  children 
under  five,  the  proportion  being  little  more  than  half  the  year’s 
mean  rate  for  the  combined  district. 

Nine  inquests  were  held,  four  on  violent  deaths,  one  of  them 
suicidal,  and  the  remainder  from  natural  causes. 

CULHAM  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  13,689  acres.  Inhabited  houses  830  (approximately)  in 
1891.  Enumerated  population.  Males  1,365,  Females  1,327, 
total  2,692,  and  the  estimated  number  at  the  middle  of  1899 — 

2,596. 

Mr.  S.  C.  Tompkins,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  of  work 
done  in  the  district  during  the  year,  reports  the  inspection  of 
106  premises,  the  detection  of  nuisances — nearly  all  of  a routine 
character — on  fifty-four,  the  whole  of  which  were  abated. — see 
Table  VII.  Seventeen  related  to  ill-kept  closets  and  drains, 
four  to  dilapidated  or  overcrowded  cottages,  one  being  closed 
as  unfit  for  habitation,  and  twenty-two  to  cow-sheds  and  bake- 
houses requiring  cleansing  and  whitewashing. 

Eight  notifications  of  zymotic  illnesses  were  received,  viz. : 
scarlet  fever,  three ; diphtheria,  two ; enteric  fever,  two ; 
erysipelas,  one. 

The  scarlet  fever  attacks  were  notified  in  October,  two  of 
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them  occurred  in  a family  living  at  Nuneham  and  the  other  at 
Culham.  There  was  not  any  spread  of  infection  from  either 
and  their  origin  could  not  be  traced. 

In  September  an  attack  of  diphtheria  was  notified  at  a river- 
side hotel,  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  which  proved  on 
inspection  to  be  very  defective,  the  water  also  being  impure 
and  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  A second  case  occurred  in 
the  house  a few  days  later.  The  drainage  was  entirely  re- 
constructed, and  after  one  or  two  unsuccesful  attempts  a new 
and  reliable  water  supply  was  found.  No  other  case  of  this 
complaint  was  notified  during  the  year. 

One  of  the  enteric  fever  cases  was  reported  in  a house  at 
Culham,  the  drainage  of  which  was  bad  and  the  water  polluted. 
The  patient  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Cottage  Hospital  and 
the  illness  terminated  fatally.  The  other  attack  was  notified  in 
November  at  Sandford-on-Thames,  but  the  source  of  infection 
was  not  discovered. 

As  regards  non-notifiable  zymotic  complaints,  there  was  an 
outbreak  of  measl6s  at  Nuneham  Courtney  in  March,  the  origin 
of  which  was  traced  to  a single  child  who  probably  contracted 
it  at  Oxford.  He  attended  the  village  school,  and  although 
the  nature  of  the  complaint  was  recognised  and  the  school 
closed  at  once,  (before  the  rash  had  appeared  in  more  than 
two  children),  every  susceptible  child  in  the  school  had  already 
taken  the  infection  and  there  were  over  forty  cases ; none 
however  were  fatal. 

The  year’s  births  were  M.  28,  F.  41,  total  69,  and  the 
registered  deaths  41,  viz. : first  quarter,  ii;  second  quarter,  7; 
third  quarter,  1 1 ; fourth  quarter,  10.  Two  deaths  of  persons 
belonging  to  the  district  have  to  be  added,  viz.:  one  in 
Abingdon  Union  House  and  one  in  Reading  Hospital,  making' 
the  “corrected”  number  M.  23,  F.  18,  total  41,  and  amounting 
to  59*4%  of  the  births.  The  birth  rate  was  26-6  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  population  and  the  death  rate  15*8.  — se^ 
Tables  IV  and  V, 
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Only  two  deaths  were  recorded  from  zymotic  attacks,  both 
being-  adults,  viz. : the  enteric  fever  case  already  referred  to 
and  one  of  diarrhoea.  These  account  however  for  a death  rate 
of  0*8  per  i,c>ooin  so  small  a population  as  this  district  has; 
and  both  influenza  and  pulmonary  inflammations  were  fatal  to 
the  same  number. 

There  was  only  one  death  from  consumption,  but  there 
were  three  from  cancer. 

Wasting-  and  convulsive  diseases  were  fatal  to  seven  out  of 
the  nine  infants  who  died  under  the  age  of  one  year,  being 
nearly  78^  of  all  dying  at  that  age  period,  while  46*3%  of  the 
total  mortality  was  of  persons  over  sixty-five. 

Six  inquests  were  held,  four  on  deaths  from  natural  causes 
and  two  from  drowning. 


ABINGDON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  750  acres.  Number  of  inhabited  houses  (census  of  1891) 
1,387.  Enumerated  population,  Males  3,044,  Females  3,513, 
total  6,557;  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1899 — after  correction 
for  institutions  and  for  the  same  annual  rate  of  decrease  as  in 
the  ten  years  1881-91 — at  6,328. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  477  houses  have  been  systematically 
inspected  in  detail  by  Mr.  Winship,  sanitary  inspector,  the 
majority  of  them  were  situate  in  the  courts  in  the  town,  and  a 
register  has  been  made  of  the  state  and  sanitary  arrangements 
of  each  premises.  Speaking  generally  the  results  of  this  house 
to  house  inspection  have  been  fairly  satisfactory,  though  as 
regards  several  of  the  older  courts  the  cottages  have  for  the 
most  part  the  structural  defects  of  the  date  of  their  erection,  as 
regards  poor  lighting,  ventilation,  &c.  Actual  nuisances  were 
only  found  in  fourteen  cases,  but  in  forty-five — or  nearly  10% — 
of  the  houses  visited,  improved  ventilation,  repairs,  cleansing, 
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or  the  provision  of  further  closet  accommodation  were  found 
necessary  to  put  them  into  a better  sanitary  condition,  and  these 
works  have  been  carried  out. — see  Table  VII. 

As  regards  the  question  of  water  supply,  twenty  samples  of 
well  waters  were  taken  for  examination,  of  which  seven  were 
from  premises  occupied  by  milk-sellers  ; in  all,  fourteen  of 
these,  though  not  highly  polluted,  gave  evidence  of  fouling  to 
a greater  or  less  extent,  and  so  as  to  render  them  unreliable 
for  domestic  purposes  and  drinking,  and  I advised  that  services 
should  be  laid  on  from  the  mains.  Twelve  milk-shops  and 
three  cow-sheds  were  inspected  and  found,  except  as  regards 
their  well  waters,  to  be  in  a satisfactory  state ; but  all  the 
milk  dealers  in  the  town  obtain  their  milk  from  farms  outside 
the  borough  boundaries.  Four  slaughter-houses  and  seventeen 
bake-houses  were  inspected  and  found  in  good  order  and  the 
regulations  complied  with,  as  also  eighteen  canal  boats  and 
one  common  lodging-house.  There  are  not  any  piggeries  now 
within  the  borough  limits. 

In  the  matter  of  the  provision  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  for 
the  conjoint  Rural  and  Urban  Districts,  an  enquiry  was  held 
in  July  by  T.  H.  Bulstrode,  Esq.,  M.D.,  an  Inspector  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  into  an  application  for  power  to  borrow 
£5,000  for  the  purchase  of  a site  in  the  Marcham  Road  and 
for  the  erection  of  the  Hospital  thereon. 

The  amount  of  notifiable  infectious  illness  reported  during  the 
year  was  small,  viz. : scarlet  fever,  twelve;  enteric  fever,  two; 
puerperal  fever,  one ; erysipelas,  eight— the  only  fatal  attacks 
being  the  puerperal  case  and  one  of  erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Only  one  attack  was  notified  up  to  August, 
in  which  month  there  was  another  case,  the  patient  being  a 
child  brought  from  Staines  while  suffering  from  the  complaint. 
After  very  full  enquiry  it  was  considered  that  there  were 
circumstances  in  connection  with  the  case  which  rendered  pro- 
ceedings before  the  Justices  undesirable.  In  September  there 
was  another  ca^e  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  town  and  this  was 
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followed  by  others  mostly  in  the  same  neig-hbourhood  during- 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  but  no  communication  between 
the  respective  families  could  be  traced. 

Enteric  Fever. — One  of  the  two  cases  was  brought  into  the 
district,  in  the  other  the  well  water  supply  was  found  to  be 
impure  and  a service  was  laid  on  from  the  mains — no  other 
clue  to  the  origin  of  the  attack  could  be  made  out.  The  attacks 
occurred  in  June  and  October  respectively. 

The  non-notifiable  zymotic  complaints  account  for  the  chief 
part  of  the  year’s  mortality  from  this  class  of  complaints. 
Early  in  the  year  measles  became  very  prevalent  in  the  town, 
although  precautions  were  taken  as  regarded  the  exclusion 
from  school  attendance  of  children  belonging  to  families  known 
to  be  infected.  Eight  deaths  resulted  from  the  outbreak,  all 
but  one  being  infants.  There  was  also  a good  deal  of 
whooping  cough  in  the  spring  and  fall  of  the  year  and  two 
infants  died.  During  August  and  September  epidemic 
diarrhoea  prevailed  extensively  and  caused  five  deaths  of 
infants.  The  total  mortality  from  this  complaint  during  the 
year  was  ten,  all  but  one  being  under  two  years  old. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  M.  79,  F.  100, 
total  179,  and  the  deaths  M.  57,  F.  66,  total  123,  viz.:  first 
quarter,  38;  second  quarter,  30;  third  quarter,  22;  fourth 
quarter,  33 — inclusive  of  thirteen  infants  of  feeble  vitality  who 
died  within  four  weeks  of  birth.  Deducting  ten  of  the  deaths 
in  the  Union  House  and  three  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  of 
persons  not  belonging  to  the  district  and  adding  three  of 
former  residents  who  died  in  the  County  Lunatic  Asylum,  the 
“corrected”  mortality  was  M.  50,  F.  63,  total  113,  and  equal 
to  64-9%  of  the  year’s  births.  The  birth  rate  was  27-3  per 
1,000  of  the  population  and  the  “corrected”  death  rate  17*8, 
both  being  considerably  above  the  corresponding  mean  rates 
of  the  combined  district  for  the  year,  while  in  consequence  of 
the  relatively  large  number  of  infants  (thirteen)  who  lived  less 
than  four  weeks  the  percentage  of  infantile  mortality  {jx.,  under 
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a twelvemonth  old)  to  births  is  the  high  one  of  167% — which 
is  nearly  half  as  large  again  as  the  year’s  average  for  all 
districts  in  the  combination ; 257%  of  the  entire  mortality  of 
the  year  occurring  at  this  age  period,  the  deaths  under  one 
year  amounting  to  a rate  of  4*6  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
and  of  infants  living  less  than  a month  to  a corresponding  rate 
of  2*0  per  1 ,000.  There  were  twenty  deaths  from  the  zymotic 
complaints  of  children,  viz. : measles,  eight ; whooping  cough, 
two,  and  diarrhoea,  ten  (including  one  adult) ; but  none  from 
any  of  the  other  diseases  included  in  the  zymotic  group — they 
account  however  for  1 77  </o  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes  and  a 
death  rate  of  3*2  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Consumption  was  fatal  to  eight  persons,  as  was  cancer,  and 
there  were  ten  deaths  from  pulmonary  inflammations,  four  of 
them  children  under  five  years  of  age~the  death  rates  being 
respectively  1*3  and  i*6. 

All  the  deaths  in  the  “ wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  of 
children  group  were  of  the  feeble  or  immature  infants  already 
referred  to — they  account  for  the  high  rate  of  1*9  per  1,000 
living. 

With  one  exception  all  the  four  inquests  held  were  on  deaths 
from  “ natural  causes.” 


WALLINGFORD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 
Area  23,759  acres.  Number  of  houses  (1891)  about  1,270. 
Enumerated  population.  Males  3,300,  Females  3,267,  total 
6,567.  The  “corrected”  population  at  the  middle  of  1899, 
calculated  on  the  annual  rate  of  decrease  in  the  decennial 
period  1881-91  and  excluding  the  patients  in  the  County 
Lunatic  Asylum,  is  estimated  at  6,295. 

During  the  past  year  the  new  sewerage  of  Didcot  and  North 
Hagbourne  has  been  practically  completed  by  the  putting  in 
nearly  all  the  house  connections  with  the  sewers.  For  the  most 
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part  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting  this  done,  but  in  iL 
few  instances  formal  reports  as  to  the  absence  of  drainage  and 
to  the  necessity  for  carrying  out  the  work  had  to  be  made  by 
me  to  the  Council  before  the  owners  of  the  respective  premises 
would  put  it  in  hand.  By  the  end  of  the  year  however  185  had 
been  completed,  leaving  only  about  twenty  to  be  dealt  with 
in  1900. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Lay,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  of  work 
carried  out  during  the  year,  reports  the  inspection  of  639 
premises,  on  314  of  which  nuisances  or  defective  sanitary  con- 
ditions were  found  to  exist,  294  being  abated  by  its  close. — see 
Table  VII.  At  Aston  Schools  and  at  a villa  in  Long  Wittenham 
the  drainage  arrangements,  which  were  very  faulty,  have  been 
reconstructed,  and  nuisances  were  abated  as  to  bad  closets  and 
drains  in  sixty-nine  cases.  Special  reports  have  been  made  to 
the  Council  as  to  an  ill-kept  dairy  farm  at  Brightwell,  where 
the  water  supply  was  polluted  and  the  drainage  bad ; as  to 
insanitary  and  decayed  cottages  at  Long  Wittenham ; on  the 
effluent  from  the  Hagbourne  sewage  meadow;  on  the  discharge 
of  slop  sewage  from  certain  premises  at  Brightwell  into  the 
watercourse ; on  a complaint  as  to  overcrowding  in  some  tents 
in  a field  at  Didcot  occupied  by  gipsies,  &c.,  &c.  As  regards 
the  last  mentioned,  I advised  the  Council  as  to  their  power  to 
make  bye-laws  to  regulate  the  occupation  of  tents,  vans,  &c. 
The  necessary  orders  were  made  by  the  Council  as  regards  the 
other  matters.  Five  houses  were  closed  as  unfit  for  occupation, 
and  eight  were  cleansed,  repaired,  or  overcrowding  was  abated. 
Fourteen  samples  of  well  waters  were  taken  for  analysis,  five 
of  which  were  examined  by  the  County  Analyst  and  the  others 
by  me,  five  were  condemned  and  the  wells  closed  and  fresh 
supplies  were  obtained.  Fifty-eight  cow-sheds  and  milk-shops 
were  inspected,  but  with  the  exception  already  referred  to  they 
were  found  in  fairly  satisfactory  order;  nor  was  any  nuisance 
reported  on  the  three  slaughter-houses,  seven  bake-houses, 
and  thirty  piggeries  which  were  visited. 
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In  the  matter  of  the  provision  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  for  the 
Wallingford  and  Crowmarsh  Rural  Districts  and  the  towm  of 
Wallingford,  a Local  Government  Board  enquiry  was  held  in 
February  by  Arnold  Royle,  Esq.,  C.B.,  a Medical  Inspector  of 
the  Board,  with  reference  to  the  formation  of  a Joint  Board 
for  this  purpose— which  was  sanctioned  and  the  Board  formed. 
A site  has  been  provisionally  selected  and  samples  of  the  water 
from  a boring  made  in  it  have  been  submitted  to  analysis  and 
reported  on  by  me.  Plans  for  the  Hospital  have  been  prepared 
by  Mr.  S.  C.  Johns,  and  the  modifications  necessary  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  Local  Government  Board  having  been 
made  in  them  I trust  that  the  work  may  shortly  be  taken 
in  hand. 

The  amount  of  notifiable  infectious  illness  reported  in  the 
year  has  been  small,  viz.:  scarlet  fever,  eighteen  cases; 
diphtheria,  three;  enteric  fever,  three;  puerperal  fever,  two; 
erysipelas,  six. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  eighteen  notified  attacks  occurred  in 
fourteen  families  and  were  spread  over  the  first  three  quarters 
of  the  year,  in  Sotwell,  Cholsey,  Aston,  South  Moreton,  Hag- 
bourne  and  Didcot — mainly  however  in  the  last-named  three 
places.  There  was  not  any  serious  spread  of  infection  in  any 
instance  as  the  best  practicable  isolation  was  maintained — the 
greater  number  of  the  attacks  were  of  a mild  type  and  none 
were  fatal. 

Diphtheria. — The  three  cases  were  notified  in  April,  May 
and  December,  at  Aston,  Brightwell  and  Cholsey,  the  last 
being  rapidly  fatal  to  a youth  of  seventeen.  The  origin  of  the 
attacks  could  not  be  traced,  but  in  the  first  two  cases  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  was  bad. 

Enteric  Fever  was  notified  once  at  the  County  Asylum  in  June; 
there  was  a solitary  case  in  the  same  month  at  Brightwell,  and 
in  September  one  was  reported  at  Didcot.  In  both  of  these  no 
history  of  exposure  to  infection  could  be  made  out  and  the 
sanitary  state  of  the  premises  was  satisfactory  in  one  case,  but 


in  the  other  the  well  water  proved  on  analysis  to  be  of  doubtful 
quality  and  the  well  was  cleaned  out. 

Puerperal  Fever  was  fatal  in  one  of  the  two  cases  notified, 
and  erysipelas  in  two  out  of  six  reported  attacks. 

As  regards  the  non -notifiable  zymotic  complaints,  measles, 
whooping  cough  and  influenza  broke  out  in  different  parts  of 
the  district  several  times  during  the  first  two  quarters  of  the 
year,  some  of  the  measles  outbreaks  being  concurrent  with 
scarlet  fever  in  the  same  villages,  and  it  became  necessary 
temporarily  to  close  the  elementary  schools  at  Brightwell, 
North  and  South  Moreton,  Didcot  and  the  Hagbournes.  Each 
of  these  complaints  caused  three  deaths,  but  during  the  year 
there  were  only  two  from  diarrhoea. 

The  births  registered  in  the  year  were  M.  76,  F.  67,  total  143, 
and  the  deaths  134,  viz.:  first  quarter,  39;  second  quarter,  37; 
third  quarter,  37;  fourth  quarter,  21;  but  sixty -three  of 
the  sixty-five  deaths  that  occurred  in  the  County  Asylum 
have  to  be  deducted  as  being  persons  not  belonging  to  the 
district.  With  the  addition  of  five  deaths  in  Wallingford  Union 
House  and  of  one  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  of  previous  residents 
in  the  district,  the  “corrected”  deaths  were  M.  42,  F.  34,  total 
76,  amounting  to  S3’i%  of  the  births,  which  were  at  the  rate 
of  22*7  per  1,000  of  the  population,  the  death  rate  being  I2*i, 
which  is  nearly  the  lowest  for  the  year  of  any  Sanitary  Area 
in  the  Combined  District.  Fifteen  infants,  including  three  who 
lived  less  than  four  weeks,  died  under  the  age  of  one  year, 
being  10*5^  of  the  children  born  and  nearly  20%  of  the  deaths 
at  all  ages,  while  twenty-five  had  passed  the  age  of  sixty-five 
and  accounted  for  a third  of  the  year’s  mortality. 

The  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  “zymotic”  complaints 
were  nine,  the  details  of  which  have  been  already  mentioned, 
all  but  two  were  children  under  five  years  old  and  the  death 
rate  was  1*4. 

Four  deaths  resulted  from  consumption  and  nine  from 
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pulmonary  inflammations,  with  rates  of  0*6  and  14  respectively, 
and  there  were  six  from  cancer. 

Including  the  three  deaths  of  infants  less  than  a month  old 
already  mentioned,  there  were  six  from  wasting  infantile 
diseases — equivalent  to  30%  of  the  mortality  under  five  years, 
with  a rate  of  0*9  per  1,000. 

Only  one  inquest  was  held  during  the  year,  on  a death  from 
natural  causes. 


CROWMARSH  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  18,558  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  about  1,204. 
Enumerated  population.  Males  2,587,  Females  2,563,  total  5,150 
— estimated  to  the  middle  of  1899  at  4,985. 

The  matter  of  the  water  supply  of  the  small  village  of 
Newington  has  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Council, 
and  two  proposals  have  been  put  forward  for  dealing  with  it  ; 
one,  by  Mr.  Margrett,  of  Reading,  Water  Engineer,  who  was 
consulted  by  the  Council,  being  to  obtain  a supply  from  a deep 
boring,  and  the  other  to  utilize  the  Thame  stream,  after  filtration, 
as  it  is  close  at  hand.  As  regards  the  first,  there  is  the  fact  of 
the  cost  of  a deep  boring  and  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  fitness 
for  drinking  purposes  of  the  water  that  would  be  obtained  at 
any  moderate  depth,  on  account  of  the  very  marked  excess  of 
chlorides  (over  50  grains  of  chlorine  to  the  gallon)  in  what  is 
furnished  by  one  or  two  wells  which  already  exist  in  the  place, 
while  on  the  other  hand  the  supply  from  the  Thame  is  variable 
in  quality  according  to  the  condition  of  the  stream,  and  it  is  not 
a reliable  water  for  domestic  use,  though  doubtless  it  might  be 
improved  considerably  by  thorough  and  effectual  filtration.  No 
decision  on  this  question  had  been  arrived  at  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Fox  having  resigned  office  as  sanitary  inspector. 
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at  Michaelmas,  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Gray,  who  reports 
the  inspection  of  396  premises,  viz. : 240  by  Mr.  Fox  and  156 
by  himself,  in  the  course  of  the  year.  Nuisances  were  detected 
on  168,  and  148  of  them  had  been  abated  at  its  close. — see 
Table  VII.  One  hundred  and  three  of  these  inspections  were 
made  in  connection  with  a house  to  house  visitation  at  Ewelme 
in  consequence  of  an  outbreak  of  enteric  fever  to  be  referred  to 
again.  Thirteen  samples  of  well  and  stream  waters  were 
submitted  to  analysis,  and  six  of  milk,  also  mostly  from  Ewelme. 
Nuisances  were  abated  as  to  closets  and  drains  on  loi  premises, 
as  to  eighteen  houses  either  overcrowded,  foul  or  out  of  repair. 
Twenty  piggeries  were  visited  and  nuisances  abated  on  nine. 
Thirty-eight  cow-sheds,  eight  slaughter-houses,  ten  bake-houses 
and  sixteen  canal  boats  were  inspected,  no  nuisances  were 
discovered  and  generally  they  were  in  a satisfactory  state. 

Twenty-two  notifications  were  received  of  attacks  of  zymotic 
complaints,  viz. : scarlet  fever,  three ; enteric  fever,  fifteen  ; 
erysipelas,  four. 

Scarlet  Fever. — One  case  was  reported  in  February  at 
Newington.  No  known  exposure  to  infection  could  be  made 
out,  but  the  flushing  of  the  w.c.  near  the  patient’s  room  was 
out  of  order  and  there  had  been  an  offensive  smell  from  it  just 
prior  to  her  illness.  The  other  two  cases  occurred  in  June,  in 
a house  at  Ewelme,  and  there  was  some  suspicion  that  the 
complaint  was  contracted  in  Wallingford  where  there  had 
been  a few  cases  shortly  before. 

Enteric  Fever. — Two  attacks  of  this  complaint  had  been 
reported  at  considerable  intervals  in  Ewelme  during  1898,  and 
in  February  1899  another  was  notified.  No  further  cases  were 
reported  until  the  third  week  in  August  when  a younger  sister 
of  the  previous  patient,  living  in  the  village  but  not  in  the  same 
house,  was  attacked.  In  the  middle  of  September  three 
further  attacks  were  notified,  viz.,  two  in  cottages  near  the 
centre  and  one  at  the  upper  end  of  the  village  by  the  Common; 
two  other  inmates  of  this  last  cottage  fell  ill  in  the  following 
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week.  A lodger  in  one  of  the  other  houses,  feeling  unwell, 
went  away  to  his  home  near  Newbury,  where  the  case  was 
notified  to  me  a few  days  later  as  one  of  enteric  fever.  Shortly 
before  this  group  of  attacks  began,  and  at  the  beginning  of 
the  heavy  rains  which  occurred  during  September,  there  had 
been  a storm  of  unusual  violence  in  the  village,  and  the  low 
levels  where  most  of  the  cottages  are  situated  were  badly 
flooded  by  the  water  rushing  down  from  the  higher  ground, 
so  that  their  wells  became  fouled  by  the  dirty  water  and  surface 
washings.  There  is  a pond  near  the  centre  of  the  village, 
mainly  fed  by  springs,  which  is  liable  to  fouling  by  a large 
number  of  cattle  habitually  standing  in  it,  and  also  by  ducks. 
Its  overflow  enters  a watercourse  on  one  side  of  the  village 
street,  in  close  proximity  to  large  watercress  beds,  and  also  to  a 
dip-hole  (fed  by  a spring)  from  which  some  of  the  villagers  get 
their  water  supply.  As  further  cases  continued  to  crop  up 
(four  fresh  cottages  being  invaded  by  the  end  of  October  and 
another  in  November)  I advised  the  Council  that  a house  to 
house  inspection  of  the  village  should  be  made  forthwith  and 
that  samples  of  the  milk  and  of  the  water  should  be  taken  for 
examination.  It  was  also  found  necessary  to  engage  trained 
nurses  to  look  after  the  patients  and  to  see  to  the  carrying  out 
of  sanitary  precautions,  destruction  of  excreta,  &c.  Nine  water 
samples — six  of  them  from  wells, — with  six  of  milk  were  sub- 
mitted to  analysis ; all  the  milks  were  found  to  be  genuine  and 
pure,  though  in  some  of  them  the  proportion  of  “fat’^  was 
somewhat  low.  As  regards  the  waters,  one  sample,  taken 
from  one  of  the  springs  feeding  the  pond,  was  in  all  respects 
extremely  good  and  pure,  while  two  samples  taken  at  different 
dates  from  the  dip-hole  already  mentioned  as  being  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  village  varied  in  character;  both  however 
being  of  much  lower  quality  than  the  water  from  the  upper 
spring.  The  well  waters  also  varied  in  character,  four  of  them 
resembling  those  from  the  dip-hole,  the  other  two  being  twice 
as  low  in  quality.  In  reporting  the  results  of  the  analyses  to 
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the  Council  I drew  attention  to  the  variations  in  the  different 
samples  and  to  their  inferiority  to  the  natural  spring  waters  of 
the  locality,  and  I advised  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to 
utilize  the  unpolluted  spring  for  drinking  purposes  if  practi- 
cable, and  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  fouling  of 
the  pond  by  cattle  and  ducks,  with  the  consequent  discharge  of 
polluted  water  into  the  village  watercourse  and  the  large 
watercress  beds  closely  adjoining  it.  This  report  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Parish  Council  by  the  District  Council  for  their 
consideration,  and  communications  passed  between  the  two 
bodies  with  reference  to  it,  but  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  no 
decision  was  arrived  at. 

In  all,  there  were  thirteen  cases  in  nine  families  in  this 
outbreak  (not  including  the  lodger  in  one  of  the  cottages  whose 
attack  developed  after  his  return  to  his  home  near  Newbury) 
and  three  had  a fatal  ending. 

The  results  of  the  house  to  house  inspection  of  the  village 
shewed  that  in  103  houses  there  were  twenty-five  bad  and 
insanitary  closets,  ten  bad  wells  supplying  twenty  houses,  and 
three  accumulations  of  refuse  and  manure.  All  the  last-named, 
with  fourteen  of  those  relating  to  closets  and  nine  of  the  wells 
had  been  dealt  with  and  the  nuisances  abated  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 

There  was  also  a solitary  case  of  enteric  fever  at  a house  in 
Benson  where  there  had  been  one  in  1898,  the  insanitary  con- 
ditions then  noted  having  been  only  perfunctorily  remedied. 

As  regards  non-notifiable  zymotic  diseases,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  close  Ewelme  Schools  in  January  for  a general  outbreak 
of  whooping  cough,  and  both  Crowmarsh  and  Dorchester 
Schools  in  January  and  February  on  account  of  outbreaks  of 
measles.  There  were  three  deaths  from  each  complaint. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  M.  60,  F.  57, 
total  1 1 7,  and  the  deaths  77— viz  : first  quarter,  27;  second 
quarter,  12;  third  quarter,  19;  fourth  quarter,  19 — to  which 
six  in  the  Union  House  and  one  in  Reading  Hospital  have  to  be 
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added  as  being  persons  previously  resident  in  the  district, 
making  the  “corrected”  number  M.  45,  F.  39,  total  84.  The 
deaths  amounted  to  nearly  72  % of  the  births— which  were  at 
the  rate  of  23-5  per  1,000  of  the  population— the  corrected 
death  rate  being  i6-8;  but  seven  out  of  the  seventeen  deaths 
of  children  less  than  a twelvemonth  old  were  feeble  infants  who 
survived  their  birth  less  than  a month, — six  of  them  less  than 
a week.  The  mortality  from  the  chief  zymotic  complaints 
amounted  to  twelve,  viz. : three  each  from  enteric  fever, 
measles,  whooping  cough  and  diarrhoea — accounting  for  14*3  % 
of  that  from  all  causes  and  for  a death  rate  of  2 4 per  1,000. 

Nine  deaths  resulted  from  consumption,  the  rate  being  r8 
and  equal  to  107%  of  the  total  mortality. 

Pulmonary  Inflammations  account  for  fifteen  deaths,  or 
17*8^  of  the  year’s  total,  with  a rate  of  3 per  1,000.  There 
were  also  two  from  influenza  and  four  from  cancer. 

Including  the  seven  infantile  deaths  already  mentioned,  there 
were  eleven  from  children’s  wasting  and  convulsive  diseases, 
amounting  to  407%  of  all  occurring  at  the  age  period  “under 
five  years”  and  for  a rate  of  2*2  per  1,000. 

Three  inquests  were  held,  one  on  a death  from  a bicycle 
accident  and  the  others  from  “ natural  causes.” 


WALLINGFORD  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  380  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  605.  Enumerated 
population,  Males  1,472,  Females  1,517,  total  2,989;  estimated 
“corrected”  number  at  middle  of  1899,  3,011. 

The  sanitary  inspector,  Mr.  S.  C.  Johns,  in  his  return  of 
work  done  during  the  past  year,  reports  the  inspection  of  136 
premises  and  the  detection  and  abatement  of  nuisances  on 
thirteen.  Six  of  these  related  to  pigs  improperly  kept  on  the 
allotment  ground,  and  the  same  number  to  overcrowded  or 
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dirty  houses  in  some  of  the  courts  in  the  town,  the  sewerage 
and  water  supply  of  which  is  now  in  a satisfactory  state,  only 
one  case  of  bad  house  drainage  having  been  reported  through- 
out the  year.  The  slaughter-houses,  bake-houses,  milk-shops 
and  piggeries  were  inspected,  all  being  found  properly  kept 
excepting  the  last  named  as  to  which  complaints  were  received 
from  time  to  time  as  to  offensive  smells  from  them,  and  especi- 
ally from  those  on  the  allotments,  some  of  which  were  found 
not  to  be  properly  looked  after.  Six  new  houses  were  built 
under  the  bye-laws  and  water  certificates  granted. 

Only  ten  notifications  of  infectious  sickness  were  received 
during  the  year,  viz. : scarlet  fever,  five ; enteric  fever,  one ; 
erysipelas,  three;  puerperal  fever,  one — the  last-named  being 
the  only  fatal  case. 

Scarlet  Fever. — This  complaint  had  been  present  in  the 
town  up  to  the  end  of  1898,  and  the  few  attacks  reported  in  the 
beginning  of  1899  were  a part  of  that  outbreak. 

The  enteric  and  the  puerperal  case  occurred  in  houses  with 
good  drainage  and  water  supply  from  the  town  mains ; their 
origin  could  not  be  traced. 

The  registered  births  for  the  year  were  M.  28,  F.  34,  total  62, 
and  the  deaths  36,  viz.:  first  quarter,  14;  second  quarter,  4; 
third  quarter,  2 ; fourth  quarter,  16 — but  ten  of  those  in  the 
Union  House  and  one  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  have  to  be 
deducted  as  being  persons  not  belonging  to  the  district,  while 
two  deaths  in  the  County  Lunatic  Asylum  and  one  in  Reading 
Hospital  of  previous  residents  in  the  borough  have  to  be 
added,  making  the  “corrected^'  number  M.  ii,  F.  17,  total  28, 
or  little  more  than  half  the  mortality  (45)  of  the  preceding 
year,  and  amounting  to  but  45*2^  of  the  births — which  were 
only  two  less  than  those  of  1898  and  at  the  rate  of  20*6  per 
1,000  of  the  population;  the  death  rate  was  the  unusually  low 
one  of  9*3. 

There  was  not  any  death  from  either  of  the  principal 
zymotic  diseases”  of  the  Registrar  General’s  classification. 
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Consumption  accounted  for  three,  pulmonary  inflammations 
for  five  and  children’s  wasting  diseases  for  four  deaths.  The 
corresponding  death  rates  ranging  between  ro  and  i 6 per 
1,000.  There  was  not  any  fatal  case  of  influenza, — but  one  of 
cancerous  disease,  and  only  a single  inquest  on  a death  from 
natural  causes. 


BRADFIELD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  55,215  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  about  3,040. 
Approximate  enumerated  population,  Males  7,736,  Females 
7,447,  total  15,183;  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1899  at  16,063 
on  the  basis  of  the  average  yearly  increase  in  the  ten  years 
1881-91 ; but  it  is  probable  that  this  is  an  under  estimate  of  the 
actual  numbers  at  the  present  time  as  building  is  going  on  in 
some  parts  of  the  district  to  a considerable  extent;  plans 
having  been  passed  by  the  Council  in  accordance  with  the 
building  bye-laws  for  sixty-one  new  houses  during  1899,  which 
at  five  persons  per  house  (as  in  1891)  would  account  for  an 
increase  of  305  instead  of  only  113  as  in  the  estimate  given 
above.  Until  the  returns  of  the  forthcoming  census  of  1901 
are  available,  positive  and  reliable  statements  as  to  the  popula- 
tion cannot  be  made. 

Mr.  Thos.  Windle,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  of  work 
done  in  1899,  reports  the  inspection  of  414  premises,  on  forty- 
six  of  w'hich  nuisances  were  discovered,  nearly  all  of  which 
were  abated  by  the  end  of  the  year — see  Table  VII;  fourteen 
of  these  related  to  bad  closets  and  drains — and  fifteen  premises 
were  provided  with  earth  or  pail  closets — fourteen  to  foul,  and 
six  to  overcrowded  houses  (two  were  voluntarily  closed  by  their 
owners)  and  four  to  animals  improperly  kept. 

Seven  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analysis,  thirteen 
new  wells  were  sunk  and  two  services  were  laid  on  from  the 
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mains  of  the  Tilehurst  Water  Company.  Twelve  cow-sheds, 
four  slaughter-houses  and  seventeen  bake-houses  were  in- 
spected and  found  to  be  kept  in  accordance  with  the  regula- 
tions, as  also  two  canal  boats  and  one  work-shop.  Plans  were 
passed  for  sixty-one  new  houses  under  the  building  bye-laws 
and  twelve  certificates  for  water  supply  were  granted.  A 
special  report  was  made  to  the  Council  on  a complaint  of 
defective  drainage,  and  consequent  injury  to  the  well  water,  by 
the  occupier  of  a house  at  Burghfield,  but  it  was  found  on 
examination  of  the  premises  that  it  had  been  already  remedied 
by  the  owner  and  a fresh  well  provided.  In  consequence  of 
the  prolonged  drought  of  last  summer,  application  was  made 
to  re-open  a disused  and  condemned  well  at  Beenham  for 
garden  and  similar  purposes,  which  was  granted  by  the  Council 
on  a written  guarantee  being  given  that  the  water  should  be 
kept  wholly  for  uses  of  this  kind.  A report  was  also  presented 
on  six  old  parish  cottages  at  Tilehurst  which  were  stated  to  be 
unfit  for  habitation,  but  were  found  to  be  fairly  sound  and  only 
to  require  repair,  and  in  one  case  abatement  of  overcrowding. 

Thirty-eight  notifications  of  attacks  of  zymotic  complaints 
were  received  during  the  year,  viz. : scarlet  fever,  twenty ; 
diphtheria,  nine ; enteric  fever,  five ; erysipelas,  four. 

Scarlet  Fever. — With  the  exception  of  one  case  at  Mortimer 
and  one  at  Marlstone,  reported  in  March,  no  notifications  of 
this  complaint  were  received  until  after  Midsummer,  when  nine 
were  reported  in  three  families  at  Basildon,  and  it  was  found 
necessary  to  temporarily  close  the  schools  as  all  the  children  had 
reached  the  peeling  stage  without  medical  advice  having  been 
obtained,  and  it  was  uncertain  how  far  the  infection  had  spread. 
There  was  one  case  at  Pangbourne,  but  for  the  time  no  further 
notifications  were  received  till  August,  and  again  in  November, 
when  it  reappeared,  in  company  with  diphtheria,  in  the  same 
localities  and  partly  in  the  same  families ; four  children  being 
notified  as  having  scarlet  fever  and  eight  diphtheria,  four  of 
whom  had  had  scarlet  fever  in  the  summer.  The  only  other 


notified  cases  during  the  year  were  three  in  a family  at 
Bradfield,  resulting  in  one  death,  and  one  at  Theale,  in  July. 

Diphtheria. — One  mild  case  was  notified  at  Bucklebury,  in 
March ; another  child  in  the  family  had  been  under  medical 
care  a few  weeks  previously  for  “sore  throat.”  No  other 
history  was  obtainable.  All  the  other  attacks  were  those 
already  mentioned  as  occurring  at  Basildon  in  connection  with 
scarlet  fever  towards  the  end  of  the  year;  some  of  the  children 
were  taken  to  a detatched  cottage,  at  a good  distance,  and 
there  was  not  any  further  spread.  Most  of  the  cases  were 
mild,  but  one  proved  fatal.  There  was  also  an  un-notified 
attack  of  “ croup at  Tilehurst  which  ended  fatally. 

Enteric  Fever. — One  mild  attack,  the  origin  of  which  could 
not  be  traced,  was  notified  at  Padworth,  in  May.  At  the  middle 
of  August  two  cases,  followed  after  a short  interval  by  a third, 
were  reported  in  a row  of  cottages  at  the  foot  of  Janets*  Hill — 
a locality  stiuated  on  the  London  clay  and  Woolwich  and 
Reading  beds — in  which  the  disease  had  been  reported  in  each 
of  the  four  years  1896-99  inclusive,  viz.:  four  in  1896,  two  in 
1897,  one  in  1898,  and  three  in  1899.  As  far  back  indeed  as 
1893  one  case  had  been  reported  in  a good  six-roomed  cottage 
at  the  top  of  the  hill.  A three-year’s  interval  occurred  before 
any  further  attacks  were  notified.  There  are  twenty-six 
cottages  in  all  on  the  reverse  slope  of  this  hill,  (which  is  between 
Bucklebury  Common  and  Stanford  Dingley),  twenty  of  which 
are  near  its  foot  and  are  for  the  most  part  those  in  which  the 
attacks  occurred.  Most  of  them  are  built  in  pairs,  but  there  is 
one  short  row  of  four,  and  the  majority  of  the  cottages  are 
provided  with  pail  closets,  which  in  several  instances  were 
found  to  be  ill-kept  and  used  without  earth,  the  remainder 
have  ordinary  vault  closets  generally  at  the  end  of  fairly  long 
gardens  on  which  the  slop  drainage  is  thrown  and  the  house 
refuse  dug  in.  The  water  supply  for  many  years  past  and  still 
in  use  at  the  commencement  of  the  series  of  attacks  was  from 
a dip-hole  in  a little  spring  at  the  side  of  the  road,  liable  to  be 
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fouled  by  surface  drainage  and  road  washings.  A well  was 
provided  near  at  hand,  by  the  Parish  Council  on  my  advice, 
and  the  dip-hole  was  closed  by  them,  but  it  was  subsequently 
re-opened  by  the  cottagers,  who  persistently  refused  to  use  the 
well-water  as  it  contained  a good  deal  of  iron  in  suspension 
and  also  smelt  badly  at  times.  At  the  time  when  the  earliest 
attacks  had  been  reported  the  excreta  of  the  fever  patients 
were  disinfected  and  buried  in  the  gardens  of  the  respective 
cottages,  but  for  some  years  pa.st  they  have  been  burnt,  and 
with  a solitary  exception  (at  a cottage,  were  there  has  not 
been  any  illness)  every  cottager  asserted  that  no  water  was 
used  for  drinking  until  it  had  been  boiled.  The  first  of  the 
three  cases  that  occurred  this  year  was  that  of  an  adult 
male  living  in  a clean  well-kept  cottage,  said  to  have  had  “sun- 
stroke” late  in  July,  but  notified  as  enteric  fever  at  the  middle  of 
August.  This  man  drank  boiled  water  from  the  dip-hole.  The 
next  case  was  notified  early  in  August,  and  was  that  of  a 
youth  of  seventeen  living  in  the  same  row  and  in  a well-kept 
cottage,  the  water  supply  being  from  a well  at  Stanford 
Dingley,  reported  after  analysis  as  of  unusual  purity,  but  not 
used  by  the  family  until  it  had  been  boiled.  This  attack  proved 
fatal  on  the  fourteenth  day.  The  third  attack  was  that  of  a 
man  of  twenty-four,  taken  ill  August  13th,  but  not  seen  by  a 
medical  man  till  the  20th.  He  was  removed  to  the  Reading 
Hospital  where  he  died  on  the  28th.  This  case  was  also  in  a 
clean  well-kept  cottage  in  the  same  row  as  the  others,  the 
water  was  from  the  same  dip-hole  and  boiled.  Samples  of 
water  from  the  dip-hole  and  from  the  pump  well  were  sent  to 
an  eminent  analyst  in  London  (by  a landowner  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood who  took  much  interest  in  the  matter),  who  reported 
as  to  the  first,  that  there  was  “no  evidence  of  contamination 
by  sewage,”  and  as  to  the  latter,  that  “ it  gave  no  indication  of 
sewage  pollution,”  but  it  was  “not  a desirable  water  for 
domestic  use  ” from  its  hardness  and  salinity. 

On  account  of  the  yearly  recurrence  of  these  small  outbreaks 
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since  1 896 1 advised  the  Council  that  a bacteriological  examination 
of  both  waters  should  be  made,  and  by  their  direction  samples 
were  sent  to  the  Jenner  Institute ; their  report  as  to  the  dip-hole 
sample  being  that  it  contained  230  organisms  per  centimetre, 
including  Bacillus  coli  and  proteus  forms,  and  the  sediment 
contained  various  kinds  of  organic  debris  and  microscopic 
organisms.  The  water  from  the  pump  well  (which  however  the 
cottagers  had  always  refused  to  use)  contained  360  organisms 
per  centimetre,  including  Bacillus  coli  and  proteus  forms,  but 
the  specific  organism  of  typhoid  could  not  be  discovered  in 
either  sample.  After  exhaustive  enquiry  into  all  the  ascertain- 
able facts  and  house  to  house  inspection  of  every  cottage  in  the 
place,  no  satisfactory  explanation  of  these  attacks  could  be 
formulated  which  would  meet  them  all,  but  the  report  of  the 
bacteriological  examination  had  proved  the  presence  of 
suspicious  organisms  in  both  waters,  and  notices  were  served 
on  the  owners  of  the  cottages,  by  order  of  the  Council,  requiring 
them  to  furnish  supplies  of  wholesome  water  for  the  use  of 
their  tenants.  These  notices  had  not  been  complied  with  nor 
had  their  time  limit  expired  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  registered  births  for  the  year  were  M.  183,  F.  162, 
total  345,  and  the  deaths  206,  viz.:  first  quarter,  63;  second 
quarter,  41;  third  qaurter,  50;  fourth  quarter,  52 — to  which 
nine  in  Reading  Hospital  and  five  in  the  County  Asylum  have 
to  be  added  of  previous  residents  who  died  in  those  institutions, 
while  two  deaths  in  the  Union  House  have  to  be  deducted  as 
not  belonging  to  the  district.  The  “corrected”  deaths  there- 
fore are  M.  127,  F.  91,  total  218,  equivalent  to  63*2%  of  the 
births  and  at  the  rate  of  13 ‘6  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population.  The  birth  rate  was  2r5  per  1,000  and  the  pro- 
portion to  registered  births  of  infants  dying  in  their  first  year 
was  g’6%  ; they  were  thirty- two  in  number,  but  include  twelve 
feeble  or  immature  children  who  lived  less  than  a month — of 
whom  seven  died  a few  hours  after  their  birth.  Of  the  eighty- 
six  persons  who  died  above  the  age  of  sixty-five,  amounting  to 
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nearly  40%  of  the  total  mortality,  twelve  were  over  eighty-five 
and  one  had  passed  ninety-five. — see  Table  V. 

The  deaths  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases,  twelve  in  all, 
included  those  already  mentioned,  viz. : one  each  from  scarlet 
fever,  diphtheria  and  croup,  two  from  enteric  fever,  with  two 
from  measles  and  five  (in  August  and  September)  from 
epidemic  infantile  diarrhoea,  amounting  in  all  to  only  5*5%  of 
the  mortality  from  all  causes  and  a death  rate  of  07  per  1,000 
living. 

Consumption  was  fatal  to  thirteen  persons,  and  pulmonary 
inflammations  to  twenty-one  or  g'6%  of  the  total  deaths,  with  a 
rate  of  1*3  per  1,000. 

Eighteen  deaths  resulted  from  cancerous  diseases,  and  in  the 
first  half  year  there  were  fourteen  from  influenza. 

Twenty-five  children  under  five  years  of  age  died  from 
wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  (including  the  twelve  infants 
already  referred  to)  amounting  to  ^2%  of  the  mortality  at  this 
age  period. 

Eleven  inquests  were  held,  one  on  a death  from  suicide, 
eight  from  accidental  injury  or  drowning  and  three  from 
natural  causes. 


GORING  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  9,155  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  about  620,  and 
enumerated  population.  Males  1,411,  Females  1,390,  total 
2,834;  approximately  estimated  at  3,294  at  the  middle  of  1899. 

Mr.  Thos.  Windle,  sanitary  inspector,  reports  the  inspection 
of  1 10  premises  and  the  discovery  of  nuisances  on  sixteen, 
all  but  two  of  which  were  abated  during  the  year ; six 
related  to  foul  closets  and  drains,  and  nine  to  houses  in  a 
dirty  or  insanitary  condition ; fifteen  of  the  cottages  at 
Mapledurham  were  whitewashed,  and  ten  houses  at  Goring 
were  furnished  with  water  supplies  from  the  mains.  The  cow- 
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sheds,  slaughter-houses  and  bake-houses  were  inspected  and 
found  to  be  satisfactory,  but  three  nuisances  as  to  pigs  badly 
kept  were  abated.  Plans  were  passed  under  the  bye-laws  for 
twenty-one  new  houses,  and  nine  certificates  of  water  supply 
were  granted. 

The  notifications  of  infectious  sickness  received  during  the 
year  were  scarlet  fever,  four  cases;  enteric  fever,  one; 
erysipelas,  two.  As  regards  the  scarlet  fever  attacks,  one  was 
at  a house  of  business,  and  one  at  a dairy  farm,  but  special 
precautions  were  very  strictly  carried  out  as  regards  both,  and 
there  was  no  spread  of  infection  from  either.  The  enteric 
fever  case  was  imported  into  the  district,  and  was  not  notified 
till  the  patient  had  been  ill  several  weeks  and  was  recovering. 

As  regards  non-notifiable  zymotic  complaints,  measles  broke 
out  in  Whitchurch  in  January,  and  again  in  May  ; a consider- 
able number  of  children  were  attacked  and  it  was  necessary 
to  close  the  schools  on  both  occasions  ; one  death  resulted 
from  it,  and  in  August  and  September  there  were  two  deaths 
from  infantile  diarrhoea. 

The  registered  births  for  the  year  were  M.  22,  F.  29,  total 
51,  and  the  deaths  39 — viz.:  first  quarter,  4 ; second  quarter, 
12  ; third  quarter,  14  ; fourth  quarter,  9 — and  four  have  to  be 
added  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district  who  died— in 
Bradford  Union  House,  one  ; Reading  Hospital,  two,  with  one 
in  Crowmarsh  District  from  accidental  injury,  making  the 

corrected”  number  M.  24,  F.  19,  total  43,  equal  to  84’3  % 
of  the  births  which  were  at  the  low  rate  of  15*5  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  population,  the  death  rate  was  13*0  per  1,000. 

The  three  infantile  deaths  from  measles  and  diarrhoea 
accounted  for  a rate  of  0*9  ; two  deaths  from  consumption  for 
a rate  of  0 6,  (and  the  same  number  from  influenza  and  from 
cancer).  There  were  six  deaths  from  pulmonary  inflammations, 
and  also  from  the  wasting  disorders  of  children  under  five 
years  of  age,  the  death  rate  for  each  being  r8  per  1,000. 

Three  inquests  were  held  on  deaths  from  accidental  injuries 
or  drowning. 
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COOKHAM  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  27,803  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  2,062.  Enumerated 
population,  Males  4,819,  Females  5,042,  total  9,861.  Since  the 
date  of  the  last  census  so  considerable  a number  of  new  houses 
have  been  erected  on  the  outskirts  of  Maidenhead,  as  also  to 
some  extent  in  other  parts  of  the  district,  that  it  is  probable 
the  “ corrected population  at  the  middle  of  1899  exceeded 
the  number  estimated  according  to  the  average  yearly  rate  of 
increase  between  1881-91,  viz.:  10,915,  but  there  will  not  be 
any  data  available  on  which  to  base  a more  reliable  estimate 
till  the  results  of  the  census  of  1901  are  published. 

During  the  past  year  the  Council  have  settled  the  new  code 
of  building  bye-laws,  but  they  had  not  received  the  final 
sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and  come  into 
operation  by  its  close. 

Mr.  G.  A.  Millin,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  of  the  work 
done  in  the  year  1899,  reports  the  inspection  of  364  premises, 
on  39  of  which  nuisances  were  discovered,  nearly  all  of  which 
were  abated,  viz. : thirteen  relating  to  closets  and  drainage, 
fourteen  to  dilapidated  or  overcrowded  houses,  and  three  were 
closed  as  unfit  for  habitation.  Water  supply  was  provided  for 
twelve  premises — four  of  them  from  the  Water  Company’s 
mains.  Twenty-three  cow-houses,  four  slaughter-houses, 
seventeen  bake-houses  and  six  piggeries  were  inspected,  and 
with  the  exception  of  one  of  the  last  named,  no  nuisances  were 
found  calling  for  abatement,  and  the  regulations  in  force  were 
found  to  be  generally  observed.  The  extension  of  the  mains 
of  the  Water  Company  have  made  it  possible  to  effect  a great 
improvement  in  the  water  supply  of  the  dairy  farms  in  some 
parts  of  the  district — notably  between  Holyport  and  Oakley 
Green.  Three  samples  of  water  from  wells  at  Littlewick  and 
the  spring  at  Burchett’s  Green  were  submitted  to  analysis — two 
of  them  gave  unsatisfactory  results,  one  well  and  the  spring 
being  reported  as  not  suitable  for  drinking,  but  the  third  proved 


to  be  a very  good  water.  The  matter  of  the  manure  traffic  at 
Cookham  Station  and  the  effluvia  given  off  during  the  unloading 
of  the  same  has  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Council, 
and  communications  have  been  made  to  the  Great  Western 
Railway  Company  with  reference  to  it.  At  Littlewick  Green 
a number  of  new  cottages,  of  good  class  in  other  respects,  were 
found  to  be  without  drainage,  and  to  have  no  other  provision 
for  the  getting  rid  of  slop  water  of  all  kinds  than  a pail  under 
the  scullery  sink,  which  was  supposed  to  be  emptied  on 
to  the  small  gardens  when  they  became  full.  It  was  found  that 
in  some  cases,  from  oversight  or  neglect,  the  slop  water  was 
allowed  to  run  over  and  cause  a nuisance,  and,  ultimately,  the 
owner  consented  to  provide  the  necessary  drainage. 

One  hundred  and  one  notifications  of  attacks  of  infectious 
complaints  were  received  during  the  year,  viz. : scarlet  fever, 
sixty;  diphtheria,  twenty-four;  enteric  fever,  three ; erysipelas, 
fourteen. 

Scarlet  Fever. — This  disease  has  been  reported  in  some  part 
of  the  district  in  every  month  of  the  past  year  (April  excepted), 
the  largest  number  of  attacks  occurring  in  February,  ten ; and 
in  October,  sixteen.  More  than  a third  of  them  occurred  in  little 
groups  of  cases  in  the  vicinity  of  Maidenhead,  viz. : at  the 
Furze  Platt  and  North  Town,  and  amongst  children  attending 
the  schools  in  the  Borough.  In  August,  eight  cases  were 
reported  in  two  cottages  at  Hurley,  and  between  October  and 
the  end  of  the  year  there  were  similar  limited  groups  of  attacks 
at  Cookham  Dene,  Holyport,  Littlewick,  and  other  localities, 
amounting  in  all  to  sixty  in  the  course  of  the  year  in  thirty-four 
families.  No  attack  was  fatal. 

Diphtheria. — There  was  not  any  general  outbreak  of  this 
complaint  during  the  year,  but  in  January  a group  of  seven  cases 
was  notified  at  a cottage  in  Cookham — the  infection  being 
brought  there  by  one  of  the  sons  who  came  home  unwell  from 
his  regiment  on  furlough,  and  developed  the  complaint 
immediately  on  his  return.  There  was  not  any  further  spread, 
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and  only  five  isolated  cases  were  reported  in  different  parts  of 
the  district  up  to  the  end  of  August,  when  it  again  made  its 
appearance  in  a cottage  at  Cookham  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  railway  station,  about  the  time  when  complaints  were  being 
received  from  several  persons  living  near  there  of  the  nuisance 
arising  during  the  unloading  of  manure  trucks  at  the  railway 
siding — a nuisance  which  might  be,  to  a great  extent,  abated  by 
the  completion  of  the  roadway  for  the  carts, — which  should  be 
carried  the  full  length  of  the  siding,  so  that  the  trucks  might  be 
unloaded  into  the  carts  at  a greater  distance  from  the  cottages 
than  they  are  at  present.  This  is  not  the  first  occasion  on 
which  diphtheria  attacks  in  this  locality  have  occurred  at  a time 
when  the  offensive  emanations  resulting  from  the  manure  traffic 
have  been  specially  complained  of.  In  September,  a servant 
girl  sent  home  from  her  situation  at  Dorney  at  the  commence- 
ment of  an  attack  of  this  complaint,  infected  several  other 
members  of  the  family,  and  medical  advice  not  being  obtained 
at  once,  three  cases  were  fatal.  Shortly  afterwards,  four  more 
were  reported  in  a cottage  at  Cookham  Dene,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  year  there  were  twenty-four  cases  in  twelve 
families,  resulting  in  four  deaths. 

Enteric  Fever. — Only  three  notifications  of  this  disease  were 
received  during  the  twelvemonth — one  case,  in  September,  was 
at  a newly  built  and  very  good  cottage  at  Hurley,  and  was 
immediately  removed  to  a hospital,  nor  could  any  clue  to  the 
cause  of  the  illness  be  discovered.  The  next,  reported  in 
October,  was  in  a somewhat  insanitary  tenement  at  Burchett’s 
Green,  but  having  a good  water  supply  from  the  mains  of  the 
Maidenhead  Company ; no  known  exposure  to  infection  could 
be  traced.  The  third  was  at  a villa  near  Maidenhead  and, 
probably,  the  illness  had  been  contracted  in  London. 

With  regard  to  non-notifiable  zymotic  complaints  there  were 
outbreaks  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  (fatal  respectively  to 
one  and  to  six  children)  in  different  parts  of  the  district  in  the 
year,  and  it  was  necessary  to  temporarily  close  the  elementary 


schools  at  Southlake,  Waltham  St.  Lawrence,  Bisham,  North 
Town,  White  Waltham,  &c.,  on  this  account.  In  the  autumn 
epidemic  diarrhoea  was  prevalent  and  there  were  four  deaths 
during  the  year  therefrom. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  M.  126,  F.  128, 
total  254,  and  the  deaths  126,  viz. : first  quarter,  36;  second 
quarter,  38 ; third  quarter,  23  ; fourth  quarter,  29 — including 
fifteen  of  infants  who  lived  less  than  four  weeks — six  surviving 
for  under  twenty-four  hours.  Twenty-one  deaths  of  persons 
belonging  to  the  district  which  occurred  outside  it  have  to  be 
added,  viz. : in  Maidenhead  Union  House,  eleven ; in  the 
Cottage  Hospital,  four ; with  three  each  in  Reading  Hospital 
and  in  the  County  Asylum,  making  the  corrected  numbers 
M.  85,  F.  62,  total  147 — and  equal  to  S7'9%  of  iho  births — 
these  being  at  the  rate  of  23*3  and  the  deaths  13*5  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  population.  Twenty-six  infants  died  under  the 
age  of  one  year — including  the  fifteen  already  mentioned  as 
living  less  than  four  weeks — the  whole  amounting  to  io*2%  of 
the  registered  births,-— 3 2 ’6%  of  the  deaths  at  all  ages  were 
of  persons  above  sixty-five  years  old. 

The  mortality  due  to  the  chief  zymotic  complaints  has  been 
already  mentioned,  viz. : diphtheria,  four ; measles,  one  ; 
whooping  cough,  six  ; diarrhoea,  four,  total  fifteen — equivalent 
to  I0’2%  of  the  total  mortality  and  at  the  rate  of  1*4  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 

Consumption  was  fatal  to  eight  persons  only,  the  rate  being 
07.  Nineteen  deaths  resulted  from  pulmonary  inflammations 
with  the  rate  of  17,  and  those  from  children’s  wasting  diseases 
under  five  years  old,  were  fifteen  in  number — or  the  same  as 
the  “zymotic  ” mortality — see  Tables  V and  VI. 

Eleven  inquests  were  held,  eight  on  accidental  deaths  from 
various  causes,  including  one  from  poisoning  by  carbolic  acid, 
with  two  from  suicidal  drowning,  and  one  from  natural  causes. 


59 


MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  2,123  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)2,071.  Enumerated 
population,  Males  5,131,  Females  5,476,  total  10,607  ; pro- 
visionally estimated  to  amount  to  12,454  at  the  middle  of  1899, 
but  until  the  next  census  is  taken  (in  1901)  there  will  not  be 
any  reliable  data  available  for  ascertaining  the  true  numbers 
with  certainty. 

During  the  past  year  the  work  of  putting  in  the  house  con- 
nections with  the  new  sewers  has  been  nearly  completed.  One 
thousand  and  fifty-eight  premises  having  had  their  , drains  laid 
in  and  water-tested  for  soundness  since  1897,  so  that  the  daily 
quantity  of  sewage,  brought  down  to  the  sewage  works,  has 
increased  from  about  1 18,000  gallons  to  nearly  300,000  in  that 
time.  The  “ polarite  *’  method  of  sewage  treatment  as 
carried  out  at  the  sewage  works  having  failed  to  give  an  effluent 
satisfactory  to  the  Thames  Conservancy  the  Council  decided  to 
adopt  the  “ bacterial  ” tank  system  as  at  Sutton,  and  two  tanks 
each  having  1,000  cubic  yards  capacity  were  provided  in 
accordance  with  plans  prepared  by  Mr.  Barford,  sanitary 
inspector,  who  has  charge  of  the  sewage  works ; and 
these  having  thus  far  proved  successful,  additional  tanks  are 
about  to  be  constructed.  The  owners  of  some  of  the  larger 
residences  in  the  vicinity  of  Castle  Hill  having  refused  to 
connect  with  the  sewers,  I have  inspected  the  arrangements  in 
use  for  disposing  with  their  sewage,  which  proved  to  be 
ordinary  soakage  cesspits,  and  as  the  premises  in  question 
were  above  and  nearly  in  the  line  of  the  wells  of  the  Water  Com- 
pany, I reported  to  the  Council  that  I considered  there  was 
considerable  danger  of  some  of  the  foulness  finding  its  way 
into  these  wells,  and  that  the  cesspits  should  be  abolished  and 
proper  sewerage  provided.  Later  in  the  year  I reported  in  a 
similar  sense  with  reference  to  a proposal  to  construct  soakage 
deadwells  to  receive  the  road  water  and  surface  drainage  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  town,  as  being  likely  to  lead  to  fouling  of 
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the  Company’s  water  supply,  the  larger  part  of  which  enters 
the  wells  on  their  western  side. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Barford,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  of  work 
done  in  the  year  reports  the  inspection  of  509  premises,  on 
sixty-three  of  which  nuisances  were  found  to  exist,  nearly  all 
of  which  have  been  abated — see  Table  VII.,  the  majority 
relating  to  closets  and  drains.  Detailed  house  to  house 
inspections  of  fifty-six  premises  have  been  made,  and  the  works 
which  were  found  necessary  have  been  carried  out. 

The  cow* sheds  and  milk-shops  regulations  have  been  revised, 
twelve  were  inspected  and  found  in  a satisfactory  condition, 
and  seven  were  put  on  the  register ; fifteen  slaughter-houses, 
four  bake-houses,  twelve  common  lodging-houses  and  three 
work-shops  were  inspected,  as  were  twelve  piggeries  on  three 
of  which  nuisances  were  found,  which  were  abated. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Notification  of  Infectious 
Diseases  Act  came  into  operation  in  the  district,  and  138 
notifications  have  been  received,  viz. : — scarlet  fever,  109 ; diph- 
theria and  membranous  croup,  fifteen  ; enteric  fever,  eight ; 
erysipelas,  six. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  reported  in  the  district  in  each  month 
from  February  to  November,  inclusive,  but  chiefly  between 
May,  in  which  month  thirty  attacks  were  notified,  and  October 
when  there  were  twelve.  A large  proportion  of  them  were 
children  attending  the  elementary  schools,  and  the  cases  were 
scattered  all  over  the  town,  nor  did  the  exclusion  from  school 
attendance  of  children  belonging  to  families  where  there  was 
known  infection  appear  to  be  of  much  service  in  checking  the 
disease,  which,  there  can  be  little  doubt  was  kept  up  by  infec- 
tion from  non-reported  or  late  reported  cases,  of  which  last 
several  did  not  receive  medical  treatment  till  the  peeling  stage 
was  well  advanced.  The  number  of  families  in  which  attacks 
were  notified  was  eighty-five,  and  there  were  109  cases — five  of 
which  were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  but  only  two 
deaths. 
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Diphtheria. — In  January  two  cases  were  notified,  but  no  others 
were  reported  till  Midsummer,  after  which  date  two  or  three 
were  notified  each  month  (including  two  of  membranous  crop) 
up  to  the  end  of  November.  In  each  instance  there  was  only  a 
single  case  in  a family,  and  no  connection  could  be  traced 
between  them.  Four  of  those  attacked  were  above  sixteen 
years  of  age,  five  were  very  young  children,  and  the  others 
between  the  ages  of  eight  and  thirteen  years.  Two  deaths 
resulted  from  diphtheria  and  one  from  membranous  croup. 

Enteric  Fever. — The  eight  notified  attacks  were  spread  over 
the  whole  year ; the  first  two  having,  however,  contracted  the 
disease  outside  the  Urban  boundary,  at  a house  where  there 
was  a case  at  the  time,  and  one  was  a tramp  received  into  the 
Union  House,  one  came  home  ill  from  Wales,  and  another 
from  Margate ; in  one  instance  the  sanitary  arrangements  of 
the  house  were  bad,— the  remaining  cases  could  not  be  satis- 
factorily accounted  for.  Three  of  the  patients  were  removed 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  two  attacks  proved  fatal. 

During  the  year  there  was  a considerable  amount  of  non- 
notifiable  zymotic  illness — viz. : measles  and  whooping  cough 
amongst  children,  with  influenza  amongst  old  persons,  and 
during  the  months  of  August  and  September  epidemic  infantile 
diarrhoea  was  extremely  prevalent,  causing  twelve  out  of  a 
total  of  fourteen  deaths  during  the  year  from  this  complaint. 

The  births  registered  in  1899  were  M.  173,  F.  143,  total  316, 
and  the  deaths  (including  twenty  of  feeble  infants  less  than  a 
month  old)  were  211  ; viz. : first  quarter,  67;  second  quarter, 
36;  third  quarter,  54;  fourth  quarter,  54.  From  these,  eleven 
in  the  Union  House,  and  five  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  have  to 
be  deducted  as  not  belonging  to  the  district,  while  three  in 
Reading  Hospital  and  two  in  the  County  Hospital  of  previous 
residents  in  it  have  to  be  added,  the  “ corrected  number 
being  M.  100,  F.  100,  total  200,  equivalent  to  63*396  of  the 
births,  which  were  at  the  rate  of  25*4  per  1,000,  the  death  rate 
being  i6*i,  and  the  percentage  of  deaths  under  one  year  to 
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registered  births  13*3  The  proportion  of  deaths  of  children 
under  five  years  of  age  to  those  at  all  ages  was  exceptionally 
high,  amounting  to  34^  of  the  total  mortality,  not  only  on 
account  of  the  large  number  of  feeble  or  immature  infants 
already  mentioned,  and  the  fatality  of  infantile  diarrhoea,  but 
also  because  of  the  deaths  between  one  and  five  years  (26),  which 
were  13*0%  of  those  at  all  ages.  The  deaths  from  the  chief 
zymotic  complaints  were  thirty,  twenty-seven  being  children 
under  five;  they  amounted  to  15  ^ of  those  from  all  causes  and 
were  at  the  high  rate  of  2-4  per  1,000. 

Consumption  was  fatal  to  thirteen  persons,  with  a rate  of 
ro%.  There  were  twenty-three  deaths  from  pulmonary 
inflammations  (not  including  twelve  from  lung  complications  of 
influenza),  being  i rs  ^ of  those  from  all  causes,  and  the  death 
rate  r8  per  1,000. 

Children’s  wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  were  fatal  to 
twenty-seven,  but  this  number  includes  the  twenty  infants 
already  referred  to,  and  like  the  children’s  deaths  from  zymotic 
complaints  they  each  account  for  397%  of  the  mortality  under 
five  years  of  age. 

Eight  inquests  were  held,  two  on  deaths  from  natural  causes, 
one  from  suicide,  and  the  remainder  from  accidental  injuries  or 
drowning. 


EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  2,7033  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  2,579.  Enumer- 
ated population.  Males  6,846,  Females  6,858,  total  13,704; 
estimated,  after  deduction  of  “special”  inmates  of  institutions 
not  belonging  to  the  district,  as  amounting  to  14,753  at  the 
middle  of  the  year. 

A Local  Government  Board  enquiry  was  held  towards  the 
end  of  May  by  Col.  Hepper,  D.S.O.,  R.E.,  one  of  the  Inspectors 
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of  the  Board,  with  reference  to  an  application  by  the  District 
Council  for  their  sanction  to  a loan  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing- tanks  for  the  bacteriological  treatment  of  sewage  at 
the  sewage  farm  of  the  Bracknell  Special  Drainage  District, 
the  effluent  from  which  had  hitherto  been  unsatisfactory,  but 
the  proposed  works  had  not  been  put  in  hand  up  to  the  end 
of  the  year,  the  approval  of  the  proposed  plans  not  having 
been  received  by  the  Council  from  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Mr.  H.  Lloyd,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  of  the  year’s 
sanitary  work,  reports  the  inspection  of  513  premises,  and  the 
detection  of  nuisances  on  forty-five,  all  of  which  were  abated. — 
see  Table  VII.  In  consequence  of  the  prolonged  absence  of 
rain  during  the  summer  months,  the  wells  in  several  parts  of 
the  district  failed  to  a considerable  extent,  especially  in  the 
localities  on  the  clays.  Fourteen  new  wells  were  sunk  and  fifty 
services  were  laid  on  from  the  mains.  Two  samples  of  water 
were  submitted  to  analysis,  one  from  a well  at  Woodside 
proved  to  be  much  fouled  and  the  well  was  closed,  a fresh 
supply  being  provided ; the  other  was  from  the  mains  of  the 
South-West  Suburban  Company,  the  sample  being  submitted 
to  bacteriological  as  well  as  to  chemical  examination.  The 
reports  shewed  the  water  to  be  of  excellent  quality. 

The  cow-sheds,  slaughter-houses  and  bake-houses  were 
inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactorily  kept  and  the  regula- 
tions observed.  The  portion  of  the  Blackwater  stream  within 
the  Easthampstead  District  was  again  cleaned  out,  and  all  the 
Authorities  concerned  in  its  upper  part  have  agreed  to  carry 
out  this  work,  in  their  respective  areas,  annually. 

Sixty  new  houses  have  been  erected  under  the  building 
bye-laws,  which  are  now  in  operation  over  the  whole  district, 
and  certificates  of  water  supply  were  granted  to  thirty-two. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-eight  notifications  of  attacks  of 
infectious  illness  were  received  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
viz  : scarlet  fever,  134;  diphtheria,  five ; enteric  fever,  three; 
erysipelas,  eight. 
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Scarlet  Fever.  — Outbreaks  of  this  complaint  have  been 
reported  in  different  parts  of  the  district ; in  several  instances 
they  were  traced  to  school  infection  from  children  who  had 
gone  through  very  mild  attacks  without  medical  advice  or 
notification,  and  who  had  returned  to  school  while  infectious- 
ness remained,  with  the  result  that  a good  many  of  their 
schoolmates  became  infected  and  the  schools  had  to  be  repeat- 
edly closed  and  disinfected.  The  earliest  of  these  outbreaks 
occurred  in  January,  in  and  near  North  Street,  Winkfield, 
nineteen  children  in  nine  families  being  attacked.  The 
Cranbourne  and  Ranelagh  Schools  had  to  be  closed  and 
disinfected  and  the  drainage  arrangements  of  the  last-named 
partly  re-constructed.  In  March  and  April  about  a dozen 
cases  were  notified,  scattered  over  a considerable  portion  of 
the  district.  In  May  and  again  in  July  there  were  limited 
outbreaks  in  Binfield,  sixteen  attacks  being  reported  in  seven 
families,  and  early  in  July  infection  was  brought  to  Crowthorne 
by  some  Binfield  children  belonging  to  families  in  which 
there  had  been  cases  who  came  over  to  see  a School  Children’s 
Hospital  Parade  that  was  being  organized  there.  By  the  end 
of  the  month  notifications  had  been  received  of  twenty-five 
attacks  in  eighteen  families  in  the  neighbourhood,  rendering 
necessary  the  closing  of  Crowthorne  and  Broadmoor  Schools. 

At  the  beginning  of  October,  and  not  long  after  the  resump- 
tion of  school  work  at  the  close  of  the  summer  holidays,  further 
attacks  were  reported  in  Crowthorne  and  Broadmoor,  and  the 
children  in  attendance  being  examined  it  was  found  that  at 
both  schools  several  as  to  whom  no  notifications  had  been 
received  were  “ peeling.”  The  parents  denied  all  knowledge 
of  the  nature  of  the  children’s  attacks,  which  doubtless  had 
been  of  an  extremely  mild  character,  but  the  outbreak  did  not 
entirely  end  till  the  middle  of  December,  thirty  cases  in  all 
being  notified  in  twenty-one  families;  the  infected  area  ex- 
tended to  other  parts  of  Sandhurst  parish, — all  the  schools 
being  closed  in  consequence  up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  as 
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although  the  closing  orders  were  in  the  first  instance  made  out 
for  short  terms  only,  it  was  found  necessary  to  repeatedly 
extend  them,  fresh  cases  cropping  up  just  as  the  original 
periods  were  expiring.  During  the  last  quarter  of  the  year 
there  were  sixteen  additional  cases  in  eleven  families  in  other 
parts  of  the  district,  but  no  serious  difficulty  was  met  with  in 
preventing  infection  from  spreading  such  as  had  occurred  at 
Crowthorne  and  its  vicinity.  Four  attacks  had  a fatal  termina- 
tion— or  3 % of  those  notified — but  there  can  be  little  doubt  but 
that  many  children  had  the  complaint  in  so  slight  a form  that 
no  medical  advice  was  obtained,  no  precautions  observed,  or 
notifications  made,  and  that  it  was  mainly  in  consequence  of 
the  carelessness  and  laxity  of  the  parents  that  the  outbreak 
persisted  for  so  long  a time  in  these  localities. 

Diphtheria. — Five  cases  only  were  reported  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  one  was  in  January  and  the  remainder  late  in  Decem- 
ber; none  of  the  attacks  were  fatal,  nor  was  there  anything  of 
special  interest  about  them. 

Enteric  Fever. — The  three  cases  notified  occurred  in  March, 
September  and  December,  their  origin  could  not  be  traced — 
there  was  not  any  spread  of  the  disease,  and  all  terminated 
favourably. 

As  regards  non-notifiable  infectious  complaints,  there  were 
not  any  considerable  outbreaks  of  measles,  but  whooping  cough 
was  prevalent  in  places  during  the  spring  and  again  in  the 
autumn,  necessitating  the  closing  of  one  of  the  schools  and 
resulting  in  four  deaths  of  infants.  Epidemic  diarrhoea  was 
also  very  prevalent  in  the  autumn,  and  it  was  fatal  to  six  infants 
and  young  children,  as  also  to  one  adult.  There  was  also  much 
influenza  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  and  again  near  its  close. 
Five  deaths  resulted  from  lung  troubles  connected  with  the 
attacks,  all  being  aged  persons  except  one — an  infant. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  M.  192,  F.  182, 
total  324,  and  the  deaths  189 — viz.:  first  quarter,  45;  second 
quarter,  48;  third  quarter,  46;  fourth  quarter,  50 — thirteen  of 
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them  being"  feeble  or  immature  infants  dying"  within  four  weeks 
of  birth, — this  number  has  to  be  corrected  by  the  deduction 
of  thirteen  deaths  of  persons  not  belonging"  to  the  district  in 
Broadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum,  while  fourteen  have  to  be 
added  of  previous  residents  who  died — eight  in  Reading  Hos- 
pital, five  in  the  County  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  one  in  Bradfield 
Union  House,  making  the  “ corrected mortality  M.  97,  F.  93, 
total  190.  The  births  were  at  the  rate  of  23*1  and  the  deaths 
13*5  per  1,000,  or  58*6^  of  the  births;  the  percentage  of 
infantile  deaths  (under  one  year)  to  births  being  I0"2  ^ . These 
rates  are  nearly  the  same  as  in  1898  and  are  a little  under  the 
corresponding  averages  for  the  Combined  District  in  1899,  but 
the  percentage  of  deaths  (71)  occurring  between  the  ages  of 
25-65  to  deaths  at  all  ages,  viz.,  37*4^,  is  the  highest  for  the 
year  of  any  district  in  the  Combination,  and  it  is  7*1%  higher 
than  the  “ mean  rate.”  The  deaths  from  the  seven  “ chief 
zymotic  diseases”  of  the  Registrar  General  were  sixteen  in  all, 
three-fourths  of  them  being  children  under  five  years  of  age ; 
five  of  them  resulted  from  scarlet  fever,  four  from  whooping 
cough  and  the  remainder  from  diarrhoea.  They  account  for 
8*4%  of  the  mortality  from  all  causes  and  a rate  of  fi  per  1,000. 

Consumption  was  unusually  fatal,  accounting  for  twenty-five 
deaths,  as  did  the  wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  of  children 
under  five  years  old,  while  twenty-four  resulted  from  pulmonary 
inflammations — the  respective  death  rates  being  17  and  r8 
per  1,000,  or  about  13%  of  the  total  mortality. 

As  regards  the  twenty-five  deaths  under  five  from  wasting 
diseases — which  account  for  5 5 "6%  of  all  occurring  at  this  age 
period — thirteen,  or  about  half,  were  the  weakly  infants  already 
referred  to  as  dying  in  their  first  month,  five  indeed  within 
twenty-four  hours  of  birth,  two  others  living  less  than  a week. 

Five  inquests  were  held,  two  on  suicidal,  one  on  accidental 
death  by  drowning,  the  other  two  were  from  natural  causes. 
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WINDSOR  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  12,143  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  about  2,480. 
Enumerated  population.  Males  5,991,  Females  6,608,  total 
12,599;  estimated  at  15,582  to  the  middle  of  the  year,  after  the 
deduction  of  special'’  inmates  of  institutions  within  the  district 
who  do  not  belong  to  it. 

During  the  past  year  the  matter  of  the  sewerage  of  Clewer 
has  again  been  frequently  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Council,  but  it  still  remains  unsettled.  From  time  to  time 
complaints  have  been  received  as  to  the  stoppage  of  house 
drains  and  the  condition  of  the  ditches  from  the  discharge  of 
foul  matters  into  them,  in  different  localities  within  the  proposed 
Drainage  Area,  which  nuisances,  though  temporarily  removed, 
continue  to  recur,  as  they  cannot  be  permanently  and  effectually 
prevented  until  this  work  is  completed  and  the  houses  are 
properly  connected  with  the  sewers. 

Reports  have  been  laid  before  the  Council  as  to  complaints 
of  nuisances  arising  from  the  discharge  of  foul  liquid  (chiefly 
trade  refuse)  from  premises  in  the  London  Road,  Ascot,  into 
the  roadside  channels — mostly  at  night — and  by  their  direction 
the  sanitary  inspector  kept  watch  on  the  locality  all  night  for 
a week  in  order  to  find  out  from  whence  it  came,  in  which  he 
was  successful,  and  the  nuisance  was  abated ; printed  notices 
were  also  distributed,  both  at  Ascot  and  at  Clewer  New  Town, 
warning  the  occupiers  of  houses  against  the  fouling  of  ditches 
and  road  channels.  The  attention  of  the  Council  has  been 
called  to  the  insufficiency  or  bad  quality  of  the  water  supply  at 
South  Ascot,  Kennel  Ride,  &c.,  many  houses  being  entirely 
dependent  on  what  they  can  obtain  from  a small  watercourse, 
very  liable  to  fouling,  or  on  well  waters  quite  unfit  for  drinking. 
Letters  were  sent  to  the  respective  owners  of  these  houses 
to  inform  them  that  the  mains  of  the  South-West  Suburban 
Water  Company  had  been  extended  to  the  places  in  question, 
and  advising  them  to  lay  on  services  therefrom,  with  the  result 
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that  io6  houses  have  now  been  connected  and  get  their  supply 
from  this  source. 

A nuisance  of  an  aggravated  though  temporary  character 
was  also  reported  arising  out  of  the  occupation  of  a large  field 
at  the  side  of  Kennel  Ride  by  an  encampment  of  some  two 
hundred  gypsies  during  Ascot  race  week,  there  being  absolutely 
no  provision  of  sanitary  accommodation  for  their  use,  or  of 
water  supply  other  than  that  obtainable  from  one  of  the  water- 
courses just  referred  to.  What  was  practicable  to  remedy 
this  state  of  things  was  done  by  the  exertions  of  the  sanitary 
inspector  who  was  on  duty  there  throughout  the  race  time,  and 
I advised  the  Council  as  to  the  desirability  of  adopting  bye-laws 
to  regulate  this  matter  for  the  future. 

The  deposit  of  scavengers’  refuse  from  the  borough  on  a 
large  plot  of  ground  in  the  New  Road,  Clewer,  has  also  been 
reported  on  in  consequence  of  complaints  being  made  as  to  the 
nuisance  resulting  from  it,  and  instructions  were  given  that 
nothing  but  dry  rubbish  should  be  shot  there. 

Mr.  G.  Watts,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  of  work  done 
in  the  year,  reports  the  inspection  of  600  premises  and  the 
detection  of  259  nuisances  on  about  200  premises,  all  but  three 
of  which  were  abated — see  Table  VII ; about  a third  related  to 
foul  closets  or  defective  drainage,  and  twenty-eight  to  insani- 
tary houses,  one  being  closed  as  unfit  for  occupation.  Twenty- 
six  cow-sheds  and  milk-shops  were  visited  (two  being  put  on 
the  register),  as  also  six  slaughter-houses,  eight  bake-houses, 
twelve  piggeries,  three  work- shops,  and  twelve  canal  boats. 
Nuisances  were  found  on  one  cowshed  and  six  piggeries,  all 
of  which  were  abated ; the  other  places  were  found  to  be  well 
kept  and  the  regulations  complied  with.  Nine  water  samples 
were  taken  for  analysis,  one  of  which  was  from  the  mains  of 
the  South-West  Suburban  Water  Company  according  to  an 
agreement  made  by  the  Easthampstead,  Egham  and  Windsor 
Councils  to  have  an  examination  of  their  supply  made  three 
times  during  the  year — once  in  each  district — such  sample 


69 


being-  examined  bacteriologically  by  the  Jenner  Institute  of 
Preventive  Medicine  as  well  as  by  ordinary  chemical  analysis. 
The  report  on  this  sample  was  of  a satisfactory  character. 
One  other  sample  gave  good  results.  Of  the  remainder,  three 
were  classed  as  “suspicious”  waters  and  four  as  “bad”  or 
“ very  bad.” 

The  district  has  been  free  from  any  serious  epidemic  out- 
break, as  only  fifty-five  notifications  of  attacks  of  infectious 
sickness  were  received  during  the  year,  viz. : scarlet  fever, 
twenty  - six  ; diphtheria,  fourteen ; enteric  fever,  nine ; 
erysipelas,  six. 

Scarlet  Fever. — With  few  exceptions,  all  the  reported  cases 
occurred  after  Midsummer  and  for  the  most  part  between  July 
and  October,  in  or  near  Ascot  and  at  Clewer;  most  of  the 
attacks  were  apparently  unconnected  with  each  other  and  of  a 
mild  type,  but  one  proved  fatal. 

Six  of  the  notified  cases  occurred  in  Clewer  and  Old  Windsor 
during  February ; no  others  were  notified  till  August,  when  it 
was  reported  a second  time  in  Clewer,  as  again  in  November. 
There  was  also  a solitary  case  at  Ascot  during  the  autumn, 
and  in  December  two  were  reported  at  Dedworth.  Two  of 
them  were  fatal. 

Enteric  Fever. — Of  the  nine  notified  attacks,  three  occurred 
in  an  institution  in  the  district  where  the  sanitary  arrangements 
of  the  part  of  the  buildings  occupied  by  the  patients  were  not 
entirely  satisfactory  ; one  was  an  imported  case,  and  another 
was  a Volunteer  who  was  taken  ill  while  in  Camp  and  whose 
attack  was  fatal.  The  origin  of  the  other  cases  could  not  be 
traced. 

As  regards  non-notifiable  zymotic  complaints,  whooping 
cough  was  prevalent  early  in  the  year  and  was  fatal  to  nine 
infants.  A measles  outbreak  in  the  autumn  made  it  necessary 
to  close  Sunningdale  Schools,  one  attack  ending  fatally;  and 
between  August  and  October  epidemic  diarrhoea  was  extremely 
prevalent  and  very  fatal  to  infants — fifteen  of  the  nineteen 
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deaths  registered  in  the  district  from  this  complaint  during  the 
year  occurred  in  these  three  months. 

The  births  registered  in  1899  were  M.  176,  F.  190,  total  366, 
and  the  deaths  226 — viz.:  first  quarter,  52;  second  quarter,  58; 
third  quarter,  63  ; fourth  quarter,  53.  This  number  includes 
the  deaths  of  fourteen  infants  who  survived  their  birth  less 
than  four  weeks,  as  also  fifty-two  deaths  in  the  Union  House 
and  St.  Andrew's  Hospital  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the 
district.  Two  deaths  in  Reading  Hospital  and  seven  in  the 
County  Asylum  of  former  residents  have  to  be  added,  making 
the  “corrected”  number  M.  79,  F.  104,  total  183,  amounting 
to  50%  of  the  births,  which  were  at  the  rate  of  25*6  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  population — the  death  rate  not  exceeding  12*8, 
the  percentage  of  infantile  deaths  to  births  being  11*2^.  The 
considerable  number  of  deaths  from  infantile  diarrhoea,  which 
alone  accounts  for  more  than  half  the  “zymotic”  mortality  of 
the  year  (thirty-two),  with  those  from  whooping  cough  (nine), 
makes  the  death  rate  in  this  class  the  high  one  of  2*2 — account- 
ing for  17-5%  of  the  mortality  from  all  causes — see  Tables 
IV  - VI.  Only  five  of  these  were  above  the  age  of  five  years. 

Consumption  was  fatal  to  eighteen  persons,  or  a little  below 
10%  of  the  total  deaths  and  at  the  rate  of  i*2  per  1,000  living. 

Pulmonary  inflammation  occasioned  twenty-four  deaths,  the 
rate  being  17  per  1,000 ; there  were  also  five  from  lung  com- 
plications following  attacks  of  influenza,  and  cancerous 
affections  account  for  eleven  deaths. 

The  wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  of  children  under  five 
were  fatal  to  eighteen,  and  account  for  3r6^  of  the  deaths  at 
this  age  period;  this  number  includes  the  deaths  of  the  thirteen 
immature  and  feeble  infants  already  referred  to. 

One  inquest  only  was  held  throughout  the  year,  on  a death 
from  accidental  burns. 
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EGHAM  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  7,786  acres.  Number  of  houses  (1891)  2,010,  approxi- 
mately. Enumerated  population,  Males  4,844,  Females,  5,343, 
total  10,187;  estimated  population  (corrected  for  Institutions) 
at  the  middle  of  1899,  10,922. 

In  the  annual  report  for  1898  the  question  of  the  provision 
of  an  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  district  was  referred  to,  and  the 
impracticability  of  finding-  any  available  site  for  its  erection 
that  would  be  suitable  for  the  purpose.  During  the  past  year 
the  attention  of  the  Council  has  again  been  directed  to  this 
matter,  which  they  are  anxious  to  deal  with,  but  I regret  that 
up  to  its  close  the  difficulty  as  to  site  has  proved  insuperable. 
Happily,  although  the  number  of  notifications  of  infectious 
attacks  received  has  been  greater  in  1899  than  it  was  in  the 
preceding  year,  it  has  still  been  but  comparatively  small,  and 
for  the  most  part,  especially  as  regards  scarlet  fever,  the  cases 
reported  have  been  of  a very  mild  type,  but  it  is  evident  that 
this  immunity  from  serious  epidemic  outbreaks  cannot  be  calcu- 
lated on  as  likely  to  be  permanent,  and  even  at  the  present  time 
cases  have  occurred  in  which  the  difficulty  of  getting  the 
patient  properly  isolated  at  home  has  shown  how  real  is  the 
necessity  for  provision  being  made  for  their  treatment  in 
hospital,  and  I cannot  but  hope  that  before  long  the  Council 
may  find  some  way  of  meeting  the  requirements  of  the  district 
in  this  respect. 

Sewerage. — I am  not  able  to  report  any  progress  in  respect 
to  the  provision  of  sewerage  for  the  district,  which  year  by 
year  becomes  increasingly  necessary  as  regards  the  more 
densely  populated  portions  of  it  in  Egham  proper,  Englefield 
Green,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Hythe. 

In  the  localities  where  the  mains  of  the  Water  Company  are 
laid,  and  as  regards  those  houses  where  the  domestic  water 
supply  is  obtained  from  them  the  continuance  of  the  bad  cess- 
pit system  of  sewage  disposal  no  longer  involves  the  same  risks 
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in  regard  to  this  matter  that  it  formerly  did,  but  a good  deal 
of  the  lower  part  of  Egham,  the  Hythe,  and  neighbouring 
localities,  are  still  dependent  on  wells  for  drinking  as  well  as 
for  ordinary  domestic  purposes,  and  a large  proportion  of  the 
cesspits  are  structurally  unreliable,  allowing  more  or  less  per- 
colation of  their  foul  liquid  contents  into  the  surrounding  soil, 
from  whence  it  gets  into  the  wells,  with  all  the  risks  of  danger 
to  health  which  this  state  of  things  involves.  Eight  samples 
of  water  were  taken  for  analysis,  one  being  from  the  mains  of 
the  Water  Company  in  accordance  with  an  arrangement  entered 
into  by  the  Easthampstead,  Egham  and  Windsor  Councils, 
each  of  whose  districts  is  partly  suppled  by  the  Company,  for 
having  a chemical  and  bacteriogical  examination  of  the  water 
made  three  times  a year.  The  sample  taken  in  this  district  was 
forwarded  to  the  Jenner  Institute  of  Preventative  Medicine,  in 
January,  at  which  time  the  Thames  at  Egham  was  full  and 
turbid,  and  the  results  of  the  bacteriological  examination 
shewed  that  the  filtration  arrangements  at  the  waterworks  were 
insufficient  and  required  considerable  improvement.  The 
report  was  communicated  to  the  Company,  who  have  taken  the 
matter  in  hand,  and  additional  filtration  tanks  are  in  course  of 
construction  but  are  not  as  yet  completed.  The  samples  taken 
later  in  the  year  in  the  Easthampstead  and  Windsor  districts, 
when  the  river  was  in  its  normal  state,  gave  much  more  satis- 
factory results  and  were  favourably  reported  on. 

Mr.  W.  Menzies,  sanitary  inspector,  reports  the  inspection 
of  204  premises  during  the  year,  on  seventy-eight  of  which 
nuisances  were  discovered,  twelve  being  formally  reported  to 
the  Council,  sixty-three  were  abated  by  the  end  of  the  year, 
proceedings  before  the  Justices  being  necessary  in  one  case. 
For  the  most  part  they  were  of  a routine  character,  forty-nine 
referring  to  defective  house  drainage.  Of  the  eight  water 
samples  taken  for  analysis,  one  was  from  the  Company’s  main 
as  already  mentioned,  two  were  from  dairy  farms  and  the 
remainder  from  wells  on  premises  where  illness  had  been 
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notified,  only  one  of  these  proved  to  be  of  fairly  good  quality, 
and  four  were  contaminated  to  a serious  extent,  the  other  two 
being  “ suspicious  ” waters ; all  six  wells  were  voluntarily 
closed,  and  fresh  ones  were  provided,  or  where  practicable, 
services  were  laid  on  from  the  mains. 

A Local  Government  Board  enquiry  was  held  in  reference 
to  an  application  to  borrow  money  for  works  of  making  up 
private  roads;  the  application  was  sanctioned  and  the  works 
commenced.  Fifty-seven  new  houses  have  been  erected  under 
the  bye-laws. 

Eight  dairy-farms  and  milk-shops  were  inspected  and  found, 
for  the  most  part,  in  a satisfactory  condition,  as  were  four 
slaughter-houses,  nine  bake-houses,  six  piggeries,  one  work- 
shop and  seven  canal  boats.  Nuisances  were  found,  however, 
and  abated  on  three  of  the  piggeries  and  one  bake-house. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  sixty  notifications  of  infectious 
attacks  were  received,  as  against  twenty-three  in  1898,  viz.: 
scarlet  fever,  thirty-eight;  diphtheria,  twenty;  erysipelas,  two. 

Scarlet  Fever. — During  each  month  of  the  year,  except 
March,  from  one  to  three  cases  were  reported,  the  number 
rising  to  six  and  seven  in  October  and  November.  For  the 
most  part  they  occurred  in  the  Hythe  and  its  neighbourhood,  or 
in  the  new  streets  in  the  lower  part  of  Egham.  The  majority 
of  the  attacks  were  only  one  in  a family,  but  in  four  instances 
there  were  two  or  three  cases  in  the  house.  The  channel  of 
infection  could  seldom  be  traced  clearly,  but  fortunately  none 
of  them  was  fatal.  In  one  instance  a lady  student  at  an  educa- 
tional institution  in  the  district,  returning  to  it  by  train  after  the 
Easter  vacation,  took  an  evidently  ailing  child  on  her  lap  and 
nursed  it — exposure  to  infection  after  her  return  was  out  of  the 
question — and  the  premonitory  symptoms  began  seven  days 
later.  Rather  more  than  a week  afterwards  a fellow-student, 
who  had  borrowed  and  used  one  of  her  books  but  had  not 
seen  her  since  her  return,  was  attacked;  here  also  infection 
from  outside  could  not  have  occurred,  nor  had  there  been  any 
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personal  communication  between  the  two  since  then.  As  no 
other  cases  occurred,  both  patients  being-  removed  to  the 
Sanatorium  as  soon  as  the  nature  of  the  attacks  was  recog- 
nized, the  presumption  is  very  strong  that  the  book  was  the 
medium  of  infection  in  the  second  case,  although  at  the  time  it 
was  lent  the  first  patient  was  only  in  the  premonitory  stage. 

Diphtheria. — No  connection  could  be  traced  between  the 
successive  attacks  of  this  complaint  of  which  notifications  were 
received.  Five  were  notified  in  January,  one  case  ending 
fatally,  as  did  one  of  the  two  reported  in  February.  The 
premises  in  this  instance  were  insanitary  and  the  water  supply 
polluted.  Only  one  other  notification  was  received  till  June,  in 
which  month  there  were  eight,  five  of  which  occurred  in  a 
private  residence  with  extensive  grounds  and  good  sanitary 
arrangements,  the  infection  being  traced  to  an  outside  source. 
The  remaining  four  cases  occurred  in  August,  October  and 
November,  and  of  the  twenty  reported  throughout  the  year  four 
were  fatal  to  children  under  ten  years  of  age. 

As  regards  non-notifiable  infectious  complaints,  whooping 
cough  broke  out  early  in  the  year  at  Bishopsgate, — the 
infant  school  was  closed  for  a month  on  this  account,  and  one 
child  died ; but  as  regarded  the  other  infectious  complaints,  the 
exclusion  from  school  attendance  of  children  belonging  to 
infected  families  proved  sufficient  to  check  their  spread.  As  in 
1898,  the  greater  part  of  the  “ zymotic”  mortality  of  the  year 
— 75% — resulted  from  epidemic  diarrhoea  in  the  autumn 
months,  fifteen  deaths  being  certified  from  it  under  one  or  other 
of  the  synonyms  which  have  of  late  years  so  largely  come  into 
use.  Two-thirds  were  infants  and  four  adults  and  elderly 
persons. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  M.  143,  F.  168, 
total  31 1,  and  the  deaths  167 — viz.:  first  quarter,  49;  second 
quarter,  37;  third  quarter,  45  ; fourth  quarter,  36 — eleven  of 
them  were  feeble  or  immature  infants,  of  whom  six  lived  less 
than  a day  and  none  more  than  four  weeks.  Excluding 


twenty-seven  deaths  in  the  Sanatorium,  at  Virginia  Water,  of 
persons  received  from  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  adding 
fifteen  of  previous  residents  in  the  the  district  who  died  in 
Windsor  Union  House,  and  one  in  Reading  Hospital,  the  cor- 
rected number  is  M.  8o,  F.  76,  total  156 — amounting  to  ^0'2% 
of  the  births,  which  were  at  the  rate  of  28-5  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population ; the  death  rate  being  14*3  and  the  pro- 
portion of  infantile  mortality  to  registered  births  The 

mortality  from  zymotic  diseases  amounted  to  twenty,  or  I2’8^ 
of  that  from  all  causes,  the  rate  being  i-8  per  1,000;  but 
diarrhoea  accounted  for  all  of  these  deaths  but  five,  which 
resulted  as  to  four  from  diphtheria,  with  one  from  whooping 
cough. 

Consumption  caused  fifteen  deaths,  being  9-6%  of  those  from 
all  causes  and  at  the  rate  of  1*4  per  i,ooo. 

Pulmonary  inflammations  were  fatal  to  twenty  persons,  six 
of  them  young  children;  lung  complications  of  influenza  result- 
ing in  four  deaths  and  cancerous  diseases  in  nine. 

The  wasting  and  convulsive  diseases  of  infancy  were  fatal  to 
twenty-two  children  under  five  years  of  age;  this  number 
includes  the  eleven  feeble  infants  who  lived  less  than  a month. 
These  account  for  52*4%  of  the  mortality  at  this  age  period 
and  a death  rate  of  2*0  per  1,000. 

Five  inquests  were  held,  two  on  deaths  from  accident,  one  by 
suicide  and  two  from  natural  causes. 
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TABLES 

OF 

STATISTICS, 

1899. 


ERRATA. 


Table  V. 

Bradfield  Rural  Sanitary  District, 
Corrected  Death  Rate,  for  I0’8  read  13*6. 


Table  VII. 

“Total”  Column  No.  21.  Cow-houses  Registered, 
for  12  read  21. 
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TABLE  I. 


t In  the  columns  marked  thus  (t)  the  deaths  in  Hospitals,  in  the  Public  Lunatic  Asylums,  and  in  Union  Houses  are  distributed  in  the  respective 
Districts  according  to  previous  residence ; those  of  persons  not  belonging  to  any  of  them  being  altogether  excluded  from  calculation. 


Names  of 

i >,|^ 
il'5 

Births 

Registered 

1899. 

Corrected  Death  Rate 
per  1,000  living. 

Corrected  average 
Death  Rate  per  i,ooo 
for  the  tea  years 

Sanitary  Districts. 

1 ill 

U"QS 

Slf 

• 899t 

1898+ 

• 897 1 

•896  t 

•895  t 

1894  t 

1874-83  t 
inclusive. 

•884-93  t 
inclusive. 

NEWBURY  RURAL  

10.150 

221 

ISO 

14-8 

IS-^ 

•5-3 

iS'o 

i8'2 

161 

18-32 

16-98 

NEWBURY  URBAN  

11,621 

237 

175 

ISO 

•50 

15-2 

117 

I5-5 

15T 

19-08 

•8-44 

HUNGERFORD  RURAL  

9-545 

240 

•47 

•57 

12-8 

i6'2 

• ••3 

•5-4 

i6t  1 

RAMSBURY  RURAL  

6.743 

196 

III 

•6-5 

I9'8 

16-1 

1 1-5 

• •■3 

.57  1 

•7-04 

•7-43 

ABINGDON  RURAL  

9.224 

179 

•35 

14-6 

•4-3 

12-5 

12-4 

•5-4 

•3-4  1 

•7-4^ 

14-86 

CULHAM  RURAL 

2,596 

69 

4^ 

•5-8 

i6-i 

•4-9 

•4'9 

i8-i 

•27  j 

ABINGDON  URBAN  

6,328 

174 

••3 

i7'8 

i6'i 

• 3-2 

I4'0 

•8-3 

14-2 

•9-93 

18-07 

WALLINGFORD  RURAL  

6,29s 

143 

76 

I2-I 

•3'5 

11-2 

•3-2 

12-9 

•4'4  ] 

• 719 

17-01 

CROWMARSH  RURAL  

4.985 

117 

84 

168 

•5  7 

• 5-1 

i6-5 

19-6 

127  J 

WALLINGFORD  URBAN  

3.01 1 

62 

28 

9-3 

150 

12-4 

• ••9 

I4'6 

1 1-6 

18-70 

1912 

BRADFIELD  RURAL 

16,063 

345 

218 

lO'S 

I2.3 

12-2 

•••5 

•3-5 

•4-5  1 

16-50 

•4-69 

GORING  RURAL 

3.294 

5t 

43 

13-0 

II-8 

8-5 

II-9 

9-6 

• 17  J 

COOKHAM  RURAL  

10,915 

254 

•47 

•3-5 

1 1-9 

1 1-8 

12-4 

150 

15-6 

• 5-81 

16-11 

MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  

12,454 

316 

200 

i6-i 

14-3 

•3-3 

•4-1 

12-8 

•3'4 

16-15 

•3'43 

EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL.  ... 

14,046 

324 

190 

•3'5 

14-2 

12-5 

• •■3 

•30 

• ••3 

•3-43 

12-70 

WINDSOR  RURAL  

14,316 

366 

•83 

12-8 

• 4T 

ii'i 

1 0-0 

•3-5 

121  J 

•6-23 

•3-8^ 

EGHAM  RURAL  

10,922 

3” 

•56 

•4-3 

•3-6 

•5'9 

10-5 

12-6 

161  J 

Mean  Rate 

TOTAL 

152,508 

3,605 

2,197 

for  Comb.  14-4 
San.  Dist. 

14-2 

•3-4 

I2-3 

•4-5 

H-i 

16-96 

15-63 

BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT.  1899. 


TABLE  II. 

Tables  of  Population,  Registered  Births,  and  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  iSqo 
classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Ages.  The  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  is  in  force  in  every  District  except  as  otherwise  stated 


POPU 
AT  ALL 

..ATION 

Ages.** 

New  Gas 

COM  I 

M 

ES  OF  Sickness  in  each  Locality, 

NO  TO  THE  KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE 
edical  Officer  of  Health. 

Monthly  Number  of  Cases  Notified. 

Names  of 

'EVERS. 

Fevers. 

Sanitary  Districts 

U 

S CO 

^ 0 - 

d B 

1 

c5 

I Smallpox. 

j Scarlatina. 

j Diphtheria. 

I 

sd 

s 

1 Typhus. 

1 Enteric  or 

Typhoid. 

1 Continued. 

1 Relapsing. 

Puerperal. 

Cholera. 

Erysipelas. 

Total. 

Smallpox. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranou 

Typhus.  1 

jc-nienc  or 

Typhoid. 

Continued. 

Relapsing, 

Puerperal. 

Cholera. 

Erysipelas. 

Total. 

NEWBURY  RURAL 

10464 

M.  1 F. 

II9  102 

11 

55 

221 

13 

11002 

100  1 137 

27 

January  ... 

47 

15 

2 ... 

II 

75 

Notification  Act  not  adopted 

237 

HUNGERFORD  RURAL  ... 

9545 

133  1 *07 

35 

February... 

240 

10 

46 

20 

9 

2 ... 

8 

39 

RAMSBURY  RURAL 

6743 

102  1 94 

14 

196 

* 

36 

March 

38 

3 

4 

ABINGDON  RURAL 

79  1 100 

8 

6 

17 

67 

179 

CULHAM  RURAL  

2692 

2596 

28  1 41 

April 

36 

5 

2 ... 

4 

48 

69 

3 

* 

7 

ABINGDON  URBAN 

6557 

6328 

83  1 91 

12 

8 

May 

63 

174 

23 

9 

3 ... 

9 

84 

WALLINGFORD  RURAL  ... 

6567 

76  1 67 

wSifO 

143 

18 

3 

3 

6 

32 

June  .. 

37 

10 

I 

5 ... 

5 

59 

CROWMARSH  RURAL  ... 

5150 

4985 

60  1 57 

15 

22 

117 

3 

4 

WALLINGFORD  URBAN  ... 

9CIRQ 

28  1 34 

10 

July  ... 

80 

4 

I 

2 ... 

6 

93 

62 

5 

’ 

3 

BRADFIELD  RURAL 

15183 

16063 

183  1 162 

20 

5 

August  ... 

8 

6 I 

66 

345 

9 

4 

38 

44 

7 

GORING  RURAL  

3294 

22  1 29 

51 

4 

7 

September . 

36 

11 

...  I 

I ... 

9 

68 

COOKHAM  RURAL 

9861 

10915 

126  1 128 

60 

101 

254 

24 

3 

14 

MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  ... 

10607 

173  i 143 

109 

13 

g 

6 

138 

October  ... 

77 

12 

...  1 

2 ... 

12 

113 

2454 

316 

EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL 

13704 

14046 

192  1 132 

134 

8 

150 

45 

75 

324 

5 

3 

ovem  er. 

13 

* 

9 ... 

7 

WINDSOR  RURAL  

14316 

176  1 190 

55 

12599 

366 

26 

14 

December . 

20 

10 

I 

2 ... 

I 

13 

47 

10187 

143  j 168 

EGHAM  RURAL 

10922 

311 

38 

60 

Totals  

1823  1782 

109 

1 

102 

Total... 

543 

109 

...  6i 

1)  1 

t02  I 

15^508 

3605 

**  In  the  Column  “Corrected  Estimated  Population  1899,”  the  Special  Inmates  of  Hospitals  and  of  Lunatic  Asylums  have  been  excluded,  and  the  Pauper  Inmates  of  Union  Houses  have  been  distributed 
to  the  Sanitary  Districts  included  in  the  Union  in  pioportion  to  their  respective  populations. 
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TABLE  111. 

TABLE  OF  DEATHS  REGISTERED  during  the  year  1899,  in  the  Combined  Rural  and  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Berkshire, 
classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Names  of 

Sanitary  Districts. 

Mortality  from  ai 

CAUSES,  AT  SUBJOINED  A 

L 

3ES. 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes. 

At  all  ages. 

Under  i year. 

I and  under  5. 

1 5 and  under  15. 

1 15  and  under  25. 

j 25  and  under  65. 

j 65  and  upwards. 

Small  Pox. 

•| 

1 

1 Diphtheria. 

Membranous  Croup. 

Fevers. 

Cholera. 

Erysipelas. 

! 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diarrhcea  and  Dysentery. 

Influenza. 

Cancer. 

Phthisis. 

Bronchitis,Pneumonia&  Pleurisy 

Heart  Disease.  ] 

Injuries. 

♦(Under 

1 All  other 

Diseases. 

Total. 

Typhus. 

Enieric  or  Typhoid.  I 

1 Continued. 

1 

Puerperal. 

Pysemia. 

1 Measles. 

Wasting  Diseases.  I 

Convulsive  Diseases. [ 

12 

t 

Above  5 years 

Under  5 years  j 

Above  5 years 

NEWBURY  RURAL  

133 

21 

9 

9 

32 

62 

2 

I 

I 

2 

12 

6 

21 

22 

3 

9 

6 

5 

39 

30 

103 

NEWBURY  URBAN  

195 

23 

5 

5 

10 

59 

93 

I 

I 

I 

I 

13 

7 

9 

19 

26 

21 

7 

11 

76 

28 

167 

hungekford  rural  .. 

152 

26 

4 

5 

10 

42 

65 

I 

3 

12 

8 

6 

18 

13 

6 

14 

4 

2 

64 

30 

122 

RAMSBURY  RURAL  

102 

26 

II 

3 

4 

18 

40 

I 

2 

I 

2 

3 

4 

3 

7 

5 

2 

9 

8 

I 

20 

I 

1 

31 

37 

65 

ABINGDON  RURAL  

123 

20 

9 

2 

38 

52 

I 

2 

2 

6 

8 

2 

7 

II 

14 

17 

4 

3 

4 

3 

39 

29 

94 

CULHAM  RURAL 

39 

g 

10 

18 

J 

g 

16 

ABINGDON  URBAN  

123 

30 

9 

4 

38 

41 

I 

2 

2 

10 

I 

9 

12 

10 

I 

10 

3 

I 

44 

8 

39 

31 

84 

WALLINGFORD  RURAL  .. 

134 

14 

5 

63 

45 

I 

I 

2 

3 

3 

2 

5 

12 

'4 

17 

3 

2 

4 

59 

19 

115 

CROWMARSH  RURAL 

77 

16 

9 

2 

23 

22 

3 

2 

3 

3 

2 

8 

14 

6 

1 

6 

4 

2 

18 

25 

52 

WALLINGFORD  URBAN  .. 

36 

7 

2 

II 

•5 

I 

I 

... 

4 

6 

5 

4 

2 

I 

10 

9 

27 

BRADFIELD  RURAL 

206 

32 

15 

2 

11 

62 

84 

I 

I 

I 

I 

2 

5 

18 

14 

12 

21 

22 

9 

19 

5 

6 

67 

47 

159 

GORING  RURAL 

39 

9 

I 

I 

15 

12 

I 

2 

2 

2 

2 

6 

7 

3 

3 

2 

9 

10 

29 

COOKHAM  RURAL  

126 

26 

9 

9 

10 

37 

35 

4 

2 

I 

6 

4 

2 

2 

6 

7 

16 

18 

10 

12 

3 

I 

32 

35 

91 

MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  .. 

211 

42 

27 

5 

9 

66 

62 

2 

2 

I 

2 

2 

2 

3 

6 

14 

13 

9 

14 

26 

18 

5 

19 

8 

4 

60 

69 

142 

EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL 

189 

32 

12 

9 

2 

68 

66 

4 

2 

4 

7 

3 

6 

14 

24 

24 

23 

3 

20 

4 

5> 

44 

145 

WINDSOR  RURAL  

226 

41 

iS 

8 

12 

75 

72 

I 

2 

I 

I 

1 

9 

19 

5 

■3 

28 

25 

31 

12 

8 

6 

62 

59 

167 

EGHAM  RURAL  

167 

36 

8 

9 

4 

55 

55 

I 

I 

14 

I 

5 

II 

9 

21 

13 

4 

14 

8 

3 

58 

44 

123 

Total  

2278 

409 

153 

73 

92 

712 

839 

10 

20 

5 

9 

8 

11 

6 

28 

45 

109 

14 

91 

131 

174 

275 

256 

59 

185 

65 

42 

735 

562 

1716 

• “Wasting  Diseases”  (under  5 years)  include: — Scrofula,  Rickets,  Tabes,  Marasmus,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  Premature  Birth  and  Malformations. 
“ Convulsive  Diseases  ” include Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  Laringismus,  and  Teething. 
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TABLE  IV. 

TABLE  OF  “CORRECTED”  DEATHS  occurring  during  the  Year  1899,  in  the  Combined  Rural  and  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Berkshire,  classified  according 
to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities,  showing  also  the  estimated  “corrected  ” Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  therein. 


h 

Deaths  occurring  in 
Public  Institutions 
WITHIN  District. 

Total  “Corrected” 
Mortality  from  all  causes, 
AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing 
Deaths  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 

. 

S 9. 

Houses. 

I'pitals. 

\sylums 

Fevers. 

1 

♦(Undei 

31 

“Corrected”  Popula 
Estimated  to  midd 

04 

Names  of 

Sanitary  Districts. 

S - 

2 M 

If 

5 

3 

u 

!l 

1 ° 

5 

Total. 

rersons  not  oeiongii 
1 to  District. 

Total. 

rersons  not  oeiongiE 

to  District. 

Total. 

rersons  not  beiongu 

to  District. 

At  all  ages. 

1 Under  I year. 

I and  under  5. 

1 

1 15  and  under  25. 

-d 

p 

65  and  upwards. 

1 Small  Pox. 

1 Scarlatina. 

1 Diphtheria. 

1 Membranous  Croup. 

Typhus. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid. 

Continued. 

1 

i 

■| 

cu 

Cholera. 

i 

s 

1 

Pysemia. 

Measles. 

1 

u 

Q i 
1 ' 

1 ' 
1 i 

3 ^ 

1 xvneumacic  r ever. 

1 Ague. 

Influenza, 

Cancer. 

Phthisis. 

1 

1 

1 

Heart  Disease. 

Injuries. 

Wasting  Diseases. 

Convulsive  Diseases. 

All  other  Diseases. 

Total. 

M.  j F. 

J 

4 

) ( 

) ; 

' 30 

NEWBURY  RURAL  

10150 

17 

21 

9 

9 

26 

74 

150 

3^ 

I 

r 18 

26  2 

. 48 

1 190 

3 r 

95  1 80 

8 .. 

3 

27 

NEWBURY  URBAN  

11621 

21 

15 

11 

4 

5 

9 

g 

81 

unaer  5 

I 148 

175 

3 

I J 

22 

3 P ‘ 

7 

30 

...  2 

2 

HUNGERFORD  RURAL  ... 

OK-iK 

- 

9 

79  1 68 

4 

5 

10 

40 

62 

unaer  5 

117 

147 

12 

s 

7 

13  ^ 

59 

F 

RAMSBURY  RURAL 

6743 

56  1 55 

26 

II 

3 

22 

45 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

2 

4 

5 

2 

10 

8 I 

74 

111 

70  1 6s 

6 

6 

4 

3 

30 

ABINGDON  RURAL 

9224 

12 

21 

9 

3 

2 

4> 

59 

12 

18  4 

46 

105 

135 

s upwds. 

‘ 

4 

23  ] 18 

I 

7 

9 

CULHAM  RURAL  

2596 

3 

9 

3 

10 

19 

5 upwds. 

*2 

32 

41 

5 I 

50  1 63 

2 

I 

9 

3 

ABINGDON  URBAN 

6328 

3 

•3 

25 

10 

4 

3 

29 

9 

3 

I 

34 

37 

8 

g 

5 

39 

75 

20 

113 

5 upwds. 

I .. 

42  |34 

3 

3 

3 

3 

WALLINGFORD  RURAL  ... 

6295 

5 

63 

65 

63 

‘5 

5 

4 

27 

25 

5 upwds. 

6 

II 

22 

56 

76 

I .. 

4 

27 

45  1 39 

3 

I 

7 

7 

2 

CROWMARSH  RURAL  ... 

4985 

7 

17 

10 

2 

5 

24 

26 

8 

8 

7 * 

20 

57 

84 

5 upwds. 

3 

* 

2 

6 

WALLINGFORD  URBAN  ... 

3011 

3 

II 

12 

10 

I 

I 

II  1 17 

5 

I 

I 

12 

5 upwds. 

6 ... 

7 

22 

28 

127  1 91 

6 • 

...  2 

5 

6 

48 

BRADFIELD  RURAL 

16063 

17' 

2 

12 

68 

86 

5 upwds 

18 

13 

170 

14 

218 

33 

4 

2 

14 

15  i 

24  9 

72 

3 

3 

GORING  RURAL  

3294 

4 

24  1 19 

10 

I 

2 

16 

13 

J 

2 

4 

7 4 

11 

32 

43 

5 upwds. 

36 

851  62 

4 

I 

9 ■ 

12 

3 

2 

! COOKHAM  RURAL 

10915 

21 

26 

!i  10 

111 

147 

9 

1 1 

4: 

4° 

2 

6 

8 

10  2 

44 

5 UpWQS. 

j 

MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  ... 

• 12454 

II 

10 

100  1 100 

65 

53 

Under  5 

2 

2 

1 

3 

5 

14... 

* 

9 • 

19 

3 

68 

5 

27 

5 

42 

5 

9 

1 

...  I 

II 

9 

13 

14  I 

S 5 

58 

200 

5 P 

97 1 93 

TT  H c 

6... 

I 

6 . 

20 

5 

45 

EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL 

14046 

13 

13 

•3 

71 

62 

unaer  5 

18  2 

S3 

145 

14 

15 

33 

9 

3 

2 

I 3 

4 

13 

24 

:o  4 

19U 

3 P 

79  1 104 

rT  1 g 

J 

16 ... 

6 . 

8 

6 

57 

WINDSOR  RURAL 

• 14316 

52 

52 

41 

ig 

16 

49 

unaer  5 

18  2 

9 

41 

5 

04 

5 

II 

183 

3 P 

44 

Under  5 

2 

6 .. 

14 

8 

3 

EGHAM  RURAL  

16 

27 

56 

14  I 

3 3 

45 

112 

• 10922 

27 

27 

156 

3^^ 

9 

43 

5 upwds. 

2 

5 I 

9 

IS 

_L1. 

■ ' 

1153 1 1044 

TT 

7 

8 

5 

2 

14 

83  1 
22jl3 

5 

4 

78  - 

. 7] 

L84 

68 

42 

563 

TOTAL  

1 111 

44 

lOE 

>103 

413 

150 

72 

66( 

807 

Under  5 

11 

L27] 

6 53 

f 

152508 

2197 

5 upwds. 

10 

8 

... 

9 

1 

6 

3 

1 

...j 

82^ 

LDl  ^ 

-f 

* “ Wasting  Diseases  ” (under  5 years)  include : — Scrofula,  Rickets,  Tabes,  Marasmus,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  Premature  Birth  and  Malformations. 
“ Convulsive  Diseases  " include  : — Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  Laryngismus,  and  Teething. 
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TABLE  V. 


Names  of 

Sanitary  Districts. 

Birth  Rate 

per  I, OQO 'living, 

Corrected 

Death  Rate 

per  1,000  living. 

Percentage  Rate 

of  Corrected 

Deaths  to  Births. 

Percentage  Rate 

of  Corrected 

Deaths  under 

I year  to  Births. 

Percentage  of  Total  Corrected  Mortality 
occurring  at  various  groups  of  Ages. 

Under 

f 

^1 

! 

0 

Over  65 

NEWBURY  RURAL  

21-8 

14-8 

67-9 

9-5 

14-0 

6-0 

20-0 

6-0 

-7 

24-0 

49-3 

NEWBURY  URBAN  

20‘4 

IS'O 

73-8 

97 

13-1 

2-3 

15-4 

2-9 

5-1 

30-3 

46-3 

HUNGERFORD  RURAL  

25-1 

157 

61-2 

10-8 

17-1 

2-7 

20-4 

3-4 

6-8 

27-2 

42-2 

RAMSBURY  RURAL  

290 

i6-s 

54-1 

13-3 

23-3 

9-9 

33-2 

2-7 

3-6 

19-8 

40-5 

ABINGDON  RURAL  

I9'4 

14-6 

7S'4 

u-7 

15-5 

6-7 

22-2 

2-2 

1-5 

30-4 

43-7 

CULHAM  RURAL 

26‘6 

15-8 

59'4 

13-0 

21-9 

21-9 

7-3 

24-4 

46-3 

ABINGDON  URBAN  

27-5 

17-8 

64-9 

i6-7 

25-7 

8-0 

33-7 

2-6 

•9 

30-1 

327 

WALLINGFORD  RURAL  

22-7 

I2'I 

531 

10-5 

19-7 

6-6 

26-3 

5-3 

35-5 

32-9 

CROWMARSH  RURAL  

23-5 

i6-8 

71-8 

'4-S 

20-2 

II-9 

321 

2.4 

5-9 

28-6 

30-9 

WALLINGFORD  URBAN  

20'6 

9'3 

45-2 

8-1 

17-8 

3-6 

21-4 

3-6 

32-2 

42-8 

BRADFIELD  RURAL  

21'5 

10-8 

63-2 

9-6 

•5-1 

6-9 

22-0 

1-8 

5-5 

31-2 

39-4 

GORING  RURAL  

15-5 

130 

84-3 

19-6 

23-3 

2-3 

25-6 

2-3 

4-6 

37-2 

30-2 

COOKHAM  RURAL  

23-3 

I3-S 

S7-9 

10-2 

17-7 

6-8 

24-5 

6-1 

7-5 

29-2 

32-6 

MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  

25-4 

i6-i 

63-3 

!3'3 

21-0 

130 

34-0 

2-5 

4-5 

32-5 

26-5 

EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL  ... 

23-1 

13-5 

58-6 

10-2 

17-4 

6-3 

23-7 

4-7 

1-6 

37-4 

32-6 

WINDSOR  RURAL  

25-6 

12-8 

50-0 

11-2 

22-4 

8-7 

31-1 

2-7 

4-4 

250 

26-8 

EGHAM  RURAL  

28-5 

14-3 

50*2 

u-6 

23-1 

5-i 

28-2 

5-8 

2-6 

27-6 

35'9 

Mean  Rates  for  1899  

236 

14-4 

60-9 

11-5 

18-8 

68 

25-0 

33 

41 

303 

351 

..  1898  

24-4 

142 

681 

11-1 

19-1 

7-2 

26-3 

3-1 

4-4 

29-4 

36-7 

..  1897  

250 

134 

535 

18-5 

19-6 

9-1 

28-7 

4-4 

35 

29-0 

345 

» >,  1896  

24-9 

12-3 

49-2 

9-5 

19-3 

9-7 

290 

53 

4-4 

286 

32-6 

..  ..  1895  

261 

14-5 

66-4 

105 

18-9 

7-4 

263 

39 

4-1 

28-0 

37-7 

„ 1894  

24-9 

141 

56-7 

98 

17-3 

9-9 

27-2 

35 

4-6 

28-0 

366 

Average  yearly  rate  of  the  ten  years  1 
1874-83  inclusive  / 

3046 

1696 

65-76 

10-74 

19-04 

11-44 

30-48 

507 

4-73 

25-84 

34-07 

„ „ 1884-93 

2780 

1563 

66-27 

10-22 

18-22 

938 

27-60 

4-58 

4-33 

24-17  1 

39-25 

Deaths  in  Hospitals,  in  Union  Houses,  and  in  Public  Lunatic  Asylums  are  distributed  in  the  respective  Sanitary  Districts 
according  to  previous  residence.  See  Note  Table  I. 
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TABLE  VI. 


Names  of 

Sanitary  Districts. 

Cor 

* Chief 
Zymotic 
Diseases. 

rected  Death  Rah 
1,000  living,  for 
IPulmonary 
Phthisis.  Inflamma- 
tions. 

5S  per 

Wasting  & 
Convulsive 
Dis.  under  5 

Correctei 

*Chief 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Perce 
i Death 

Phthisis. 

ntage  of 
s at  all  ag( 
Pulmonary 
Inflamma- 
tions. 

2s,  due  to 
Wasting  & 
Convulsive 
Dis.  under  5 

Percen 
Correcte 
under  5 yc 
*Chief 
Zymotic 
Diseases. 

itage  of 
d Deaths 
;ars,dueto 

Wasting  & 
Convulsive 
Diseases. 

NEWBURY  RURAL  

•6 

•7 

2-2 

>■5 

4’0 

4-7 

147 

lO’O 

too 

500 

NEWBURY  URBAN  

1-5 

2-2 

ro 

7-4 

10-3 

14-3 

6-8 

33-3 

44-4 

HUNGERFORD  RURAL  

•4 

•7 

1-8 

1-9 

27 

4'7 

11-6 

12-2 

13-3 

600 

RAMSBURY  RURAL  

19 

•3 

1-8 

3't 

I17 

1-8 

1 0-8 

i8'9 

32-4 

56-7 

ABINGDON  RURAL  

20 

I '3 

1-6 

•9 

141 

8-9 

ii-i 

5-9 

43-3 

267 

CULHAM  RURAL 

■8 

•4 

■8 

27 

49 

2-4 

4-9 

171 

77-8 

ABINGDON  URBAN  

3-2 

■■3 

' 1-6 

1-9 

177 

7-1 

8-8 

I0'6 

47-4 

31-6 

WALLINGFORD  RURAL  

1.4 

■6 

l'4 

•9 

II-8 

5-3 

II-8 

T9 

35-0 

30-0 

CROWMARSH  RURAL  

2*4 

1-8 

3-0 

2-2 

14-3 

107 

17-8 

13  1 

22-2 

40-7 

WALLINGFORD  URBAN  

10 

1-6 

1-3 

107 

179 

14-3 

667 

BRADFIELD  RURAL  

•7 

•8 

1-3 

r6 

S’5 

5-9 

9-6 

11-5 

187 

52-t 

GORING  RURAL 

•9 

■6 

1-8 

1-8 

70 

4-6 

‘3-9 

13-9 

27-3 

54-5 

COOKHAM  RURAL  

14 

■7 

1-7 

1-4 

10-2 

5-4 

12-9 

10-2 

25-0 

417 

MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  

2*4 

10 

1-8 

2-2 

15-0 

6-5 

It'S 

«3-5 

39-7 

39-7 

EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL  ... 

I‘I 

1-8 

17 

1-8 

8-4 

13-1 

12-6 

13-1 

267 

55-6 

WINDSOR  RURAL 

2*2 

1-2 

17 

1-2 

17-5 

9-8 

131 

9-8 

47-4 

31-6 

EGHAM  RURAL  

1-8 

I ’4 

1-8 

2-0 

12-8 

9-6 

12-8 

141 

309 

52-4 

Mean  Rate  FOR  1899  — 

15 

11 

1-8 

17 

10-3 

. 7-5 

12-2 

115 

306 

44-8 

„ 1898  

1-4 

11 

18 

17 

100 

78 

12-4 

11-8 

300 

449 

..  ..  1897  

9 

11 

20 

20 

6-8 

8-4 

151 

153 

178 

53-5 

1896  

10 

■9 

1-5 

1-9 

81 

77 

12-3 

15-7 

180 

54-0 

..  ..  1895  

•9 

9 

20 

21 

65 

63 

137 

145 

178 

551 

>>  >,  1894  

11 

11 

2-4 

1-5 

82 

81 

171 

109 

28-9 

403 

Average  yearly  rate  of  the  ten  years  1 
1874-83  inclusive  / 
„ „ 1884-93  „ 

180 

1-21 

1-64 

1-22 

2-55 

218 

10-94 

775 

967 

7-82 

1561 

1612 

14-03 

Rate  of  5 1 

>75.^1^889-93  1 

4970 

* Including  small  pox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  ("and  croup),  whooping  cough,  fever  (typhus,  typhoid  and  othei 
continued),  diarrhoea  (and  dysentery).  (For  list  of  Wasting  and  Convulsive  Diseases,  see  foot-note  Table  III.) 
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TABLE  VII. 

Returns,  by  Inspectors  of  Nuisances,  of  Sanitary  Works  carried  out  in  the  Year  1899. 


Name  of  District  

s-s 

Ep. 

1 

1= 

M-e 

1 

S 2 

Is 

East- 

mpstead 

Rural 

ll 

j 

ts 

'O  3 

•l| 

geS 

Is 

H 

0 

K 

< 

< 

u 

OSl 

u 

s 

H 

Area  in  Acres  

42,866 

1,829 

Approx 

47,000 

mately 

50,000 

40,860 

13,689 

■730 

23.759 

18,55s 

380 

55,215 

9.155 

27,803 

2,123 

27.033 

12,143 

7.786 

380,367 

Name  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances 

•s 

^ a 

.1 

.§0 

.1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

s 

1 

d 

W 

.U 

'-iJ 

s 

i 

E 

1 

d 

d 

i 

g 

ffi 

J 

-A 

rA 

H 

H 

6 

< 

cri 

H 

H 

d 

K 

d 

I.  No.  of  Premises  visited  

718 

60 

1103 

975 

104 

106 

447 

639 

396 

136 

414 

no 

364 

509 

513 

600 

204 

7398 

2.  M 

inspections  in  Detail  

85 

447 

31 

3 

56 

5 

627 

3-  .. 

Complaints  received 

15 

29 

8 

20 

16 

4 

4 

4 

8 

22 

130 

4.  M 

S^uisances  discovered  

86 

40 

168 

I2I 

71 

54 

14 

314 

168 

25 

46 

16 

39 

63 

45 

259 

78 

1607 

5-  .. 

’'ornial  Notices  served  

I 

15 

99 

53 

83 

33 

M 

4 

34 

21 

I 

5' 

26 

21 

10 

476 

6.  „ 

Summonses  heard  before  Justices  ... 

I 

1 

I 

3 

7.  Nuisances  abated  (No.  of  Premises) 

79 

40 

•53 

113 

57 

54 

65 

294 

148 

25 

42 

14 

60 

45 

254 

63 

1506 

8. 

As  to  Privies,  W.C.'s,  &c 

43 

9 

16 

6 

28 

16 

14 

214 

83 

II 

I 

5 

24 

8 

14 

5 

513 

9.  ■§ 

,,  Drains  

18 

31 

35 

13 

21 

I 

42 

18 

I 

3 

5 

8 

25 

8 

54 

49 

330 

•« 

,,  Pigs  or  other  animals 

5 

9 

4 

7 

2 

9 

6 

4 

3 

I 

3 

3 

8 

3 

67 

ti.  S 

,,  Cow*,  Slaughter-,  & Bake-houses 

4 

II 

9 

10 

2 

I 

I 

38 

12.  S, 

,,  Deficient  or  impure  water  ... 

5 

4 

8 

6 

2 

7 

6 

I 

6 

8 

8 

61 

■3-  1 

,,  Foul,  dilapidated,  and  over-  ) 
crowded  houses  j 

3 

23 

12 

25 

4 

8 

18 

6 

20 

9 

13 

7 

28 

176 

14.  0 

,,  Houses  closed  as  unfit  for  ) 
habitation  / 

3 

2 

2 

I 

5 

2 

3 

I 

19 

15-  1 

„ Polluted  ditches,  streams,  <5r*c. 

2 

I 

8 

8 

8 

4 

3 

10 

4 

II 

■5 

2 

76 

16. 

„ Other  nuisances  

II 

14 

10 

I 

4 

16 

10 

2 

4 

2 

128 

3 

205 

17.  No.  of  premises  disinfected  on  account  1 
of  infectious  diseases / 

26 

29 

28 

33 

19 

8 

18 

■9 

16 

II 

20 

5 

41 

39 

102 

21 

17 

452 

18.  „ 

Samples  of  water,  foods,  &c.,  J 
taken  for  Analysis  / 

10 

18 

14 

I 

20 

8 

19 

7 

3 

2 

9 

8 

119 

19-  .. 

W.C.’s  or  Earth  closets  provided. 

6 

10 

3 

3 

18 

9 

14 

197 

7 

16 

4 

4 

64 

5 

5 

365 

20.  „ 

W^ater  supply  provided,  wells  sunk 

4 

4 

4 

II 

I 

I 

13 

IS 

10 

12 

12 

68 

106 

8 

269 

21.  „ 

Cow-houses,  Dairies,  &c.  Registerec 

10 

I 

7 

2 

2 

12 

22.  ,, 

„ „ inspected 

42 

14 

30 

45 

10 

10 

15 

58 

38 

I 

12 

2 

23 

12 

20 

26 

8 

366 

23-  .. 

Piggeries  „ 

5 

2 

13 

7 

30 

20 

6 

10 

12 

12 

6 

123 

24-  „ 

Slaughter-houses  „ 

9 

6 

7 

5 

1 

4 

3 

8 

5 

4 

5 

•7 

>5 

4 

6 

4 

103 

25.  „ 

Bake-houses  „ 

7 

3 

24 

22 

25 

7 

17 

7 

10 

6 

17 

2 

4 

7 

8 

9 

175 

26.  „ 

Canal  Boats  „ 

I 

5 

10 

18 

16 

2 

12 

7 

71 

27.  .. 

Common  Lodging-houses  1 

5 

* 

J 

j- 

3 

J 

28 

and  Workshops  1 ” 

* 

28.  Houses  reported  under  “Housing  ofl 

17 

Working  Classes  Act  ” Sect.  30  ...  / 

9 

29.  Plans  passed  for  New  Houses  (under) 
Bye  Laws)  J 

‘5 

39 

5 

9 

2 

6 

61 

21 

31 

60 

57 

306 

30.  Water  Certificates  granted  

•1  3 

1 ... 

4 

3 

3 

6 

12 

9 

32 

73 

